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Junior Wins Prestigious Beinecke Scholarship 
To Fund Graduate Study in Psychology 

Laura Sockol '07, a double major in English and psychology, is one of just 20 college juniors in the nation to win a 2006 Beinecke Scholarship, with a total award of $32,000 to fund graduate study. Beinecke Scholarships are awarded to juniors who have "demonstrated superior standards of intellectual ability, scholastic achievement and personal promise" as undergraduates and who plan to pursue graduate work in the arts, humanities or social sciences.

Sockol plans to do graduate study in psychology. She is interested in women's mental-health issues, particularly postpartum depression and the mental-health needs of adolescent girls. She envisions an academic career, but one that is closely allied with clinical practice. "I hope to do research that will help generate new clinical interventions," she says.

In order to accommodate thesis projects in both majors, Sockol has accelerated her work in psychology and took on a thesis in her junior year; she is just finishing it up and will present at her department's May 3 undergraduate research symposium. The paper is based on research she did in 2005 as an Undergraduate Summer Science Research Fellow.

"I worked in Professor Kim Cassidy's lab on a project that explores the connection between gender stereotyping and name phonology in young-adult books," Sockol says. "Various aspects of first names, such as length, stress and ending vowel/consonant sounds, tend to be different for male and female names. Native speakers of English, even young children, recognize and can identify these differences without consciously knowing that there are gender-based rules for names or being able to articulate those rules, so name phonology is a good way to research unconscious stereotyping.

"For my project, I selected young-adult books from required and summer reading lists at local middle schools. A computer model developed by Dr. Cassidy and her colleagues can assign scores to names according to how well they conform to either masculine or feminine conventions. I applied this model to the names of female characters in the books. Using passages that did not contain the names of the characters or any indication of their gender, I asked experimental subjects to rate the characters on a variety of gender-related traits such as dependence and aggression. I found that the phonologically more-masculine names were regularly assigned to female characters who were less stereotypically feminine."

Sockol had ventured into local schools before she began identifying books for her thesis project: she is working through the Bryn Mawr-Haverford Education Program to earn Pennsylvania teaching certification in both English and psychology. Through the Education Program, she has had experience in a range of schools — middle schools and high schools, urban and suburban, private and public. She expects to do student teaching in both subjects next spring. While she doesn't plan to pursue a career in secondary education, she says she believes the experience to be valuable.

"I hope to have a career in higher education that involves both teaching and research," she says. "From what I understand, graduate programs typically provide very little training in pedagogy, so I think the Education Program here is helping me fill a gap that I'd eventually have to address."

Sockol has also served the Dean's Office tutoring program as the head tutor for social sciences and language and has a job as the Canaday Library Circulation Student Manager. In her spare time, she rides with Bryn Mawr's equestrian team and serves on the staff of Nimbus, a student literary magazine. 

BMC Roboblimp to Take on Philly-Area Competitors 

A stylish purple-and-blue contestant will take its place alongside the basic blimps at the Second Annual Indoor Aerial Robotics Competition at the Drexel University Athletic Center on Sunday, May 7, marking Bryn Mawr's first venture into competitive robotics. The Bryn Mawr team will compete against hackers from Drexel, Rowan, Rutgers and Villanova Universities to design a robotic blimp that can autonomously navigate a maze and then perform other tasks under remote human direction.

Julia Ferraioli '07, with advice from Assistant Professor of Computer Science Doug Blank, Assistant Professor of Computer Science Dianna Xu and Assistant Professor of Physics Michael Noel, is leading the team of Leslie McTavish '08, Marwa Muhammad '09, Samrina Sattar '09 and Sky Stegall '07. Both the Computer Science Program and the Physics Department have contributed funds, as has Drexel, which is hosting the contest. According to Blank, the team members "are all doing this for fun, after school." Some other teams undertake the competition for course credit, Ferraioli says.

For Ferraioli and her teammates, this is not only a first venture into competitive robotics, but their introduction to robotics, period. "Professor Blank saw me in the hall one day and said, 'Do you want to build a blimp?'" Ferraioli says. "I thought I'd misheard him, so I asked him to repeat himself, and he said the same thing the second time.

"I'm a junior computer-science major, but I hadn't had a chance to take the introductory robotics course yet," she says, "so this has been sort of a crash course — but not literally, I hope!"

Ferraioli praises Blank and Noel for "pushing us on and getting us through the hard parts. I'm so glad I decided to participate — this has been really fun. We hope to do it again next year. We've spent a lot of time this year just figuring out how to build the blimp, so we're still working on the actual programming. Next year, when we have more experience, building the apparatus won't be so much of an issue."

After rejecting several commercially manufactured balloons for the blimp, the team decided that to get maximum lift, it would have to design and make its own balloon to attach to the miniature gondola that would hold the robot's sensors. They calculated the ideal shape and then created it by sealing pieces of brightly colored mylar together with a hot iron.

The competition will be divided into two parts. In the first, the robot blimp, with no human assistance, must navigate a maze enclosed by 12-foot walls by following visual cues placed on the floor at each turn — thus, it must be able see the cues and interpret their instructions to turn left, turn right or go straight. Points will be awarded for accuracy, completely autonomous operation and speed; points will also be awarded for the construction of a map that accurately records the robot's path through the maze.

The second part of the competition requires each team to stabilize its craft against mild wind gusts (created by a fan) to complete a "hover and stare" mission. Team members will not be able to see the blimp or the course, but must control it remotely using information from its sensors to judge the effect of wind and to count the number of "occupants" through the window of a model building.

The Bryn Mawr team will program its robot using Pyro, an open-source programming environment developed at Bryn Mawr for both experimental and pedagogical use. Last year Blank and Professor of Computer Science Deepak Kumar won the Premier Award for Excellence in Engineering Educational Courseware from the National Engineering Education Delivery System for their work in developing Pyro (see Bryn Mawr Now, Oct. 27, 2005). 

Seven Bryn Mawr Student Athletes Named 
2006 Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholars 

Seven of Bryn Mawr's student athletes were recently honored by Diversity Issues in Higher Education as 2006 Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholars. Receiving accolades for Bryn Mawr were Lily Chen '08, Michelle Corder '08, Ashley Dawkins '08, Meg Grehl '08, Lucy Hu '06, Jen Lam '06 and Tonda Shimbo '07.

Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholars are exceptional student athletes who have excelled in both sports and their academic careers. Arthur Ashe Jr. honorees are all students of color, with a cumulative GPA of 3.2 or higher on a 4.0 grading scale through the fall '05 term. They must have also completed one full academic year and be enrolled for the fall term of the academic year for which they are nominated. Furthermore, the scholar athletes must have been active members of an intercollegiate athletics team during the 2005-06 year and have demonstrated a record of service to the campus or community.

Lily Chen '08, a sophomore from Bedfordview, South Africa, has established herself as a solid performer for Head Coach Danya Pilgrim's field-hockey program. Because of her exceptional achievements both on and off the field, Chen, a mathematics and psychology major, was one of only six field-hockey players to be named an Arthur Ashe Jr. Scholar in 2006.

After seeing significant playing time in the 2004 season (11 games), and being voted the season's Most Improved Player, Chen started in all 17 games this past fall. Playing at the forward position, she scored her first collegiate goal in the Owls' first game of the year in the 2005 season against nearby Immaculata University. In two seasons playing field hockey for Bryn Mawr, Chen has appeared in 28 games and attempted 10 shots. She also earned a varsity letter on the Bryn Mawr swim team as a first-year student, after earning seven varsity letters in water polo and swimming at the Vivian Webb School in California. In addition, Chen serves as the director of public relations for Bryn Mawr's Athletic Association, where she connects the school with athletes and keeps both the athletes and community aware of ongoing events.

In her second year on the Bryn Mawr soccer team, Michelle Corder '08 opened up the Owls' season by scoring her first collegiate goal against Philadelphia Bible College on Sept. 6. Playing in all 18 games of the 2005 season, Corder helped her team win six games this year, including a conference win against Washington College (Md.) on Oct. 26, the first conference win for the soccer program since 1998.

As a result of her hard work as a student-athlete, Corder was named to the first team among soccer honorees in this year's Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholar Awards. In addition to earning two varsity letters for the Bryn Mawr soccer program, Corder also earned recognition as part of the Centennial Conference Academic Honor Roll last fall. Off the field, Corder, a chemistry major, serves as a peer-led-instruction leader in general chemistry and also works as a peer mentor for Bryn Mawr students.

For her accomplishments in the sports of field hockey and track and field, as well as her efforts in academics, Ashley Dawkins '08 was named an Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholar for field hockey and received honorable-mention honors in track and field. An accomplished runner, Dawkins currently holds the school record in the 4x400-meter, 4x800-meter and distance-medley relays. At last year's Centennial Conference Indoor Track and Field Championships, Dawkins won gold in both the 4x800-meter and distance-medley relays and won bronze in the 4x400-meter relay.

In addition to track and field, Dawkins is a valuable member to the Bryn Mawr field-hockey team. In her second year on the team, Ashley Dawkins led the team in scoring last fall by accumulating four goals and eight points in 16 games for Head Coach Danya Pilgrim's Owls. She also had a defensive save and was 1-1 on penalty strokes during the 2005 season. Dawkins has been recognized by her fellow Owls, being named Bryn Mawr Athlete of the Week for field hockey in both the fall of 2004 and the fall of 2005. She also earned top honors from the Centennial Conference last fall as Player of the Week after scoring three goals in two games against Mary Baldwin (Va.) and Immaculata.

For all three sports she plays, Dawkins is heavily active in fundraising, and outside of the athletic world, she is active in the Intervarsity Christian Fellowship. 

Indoor track-and-field athlete and psychology and East Asian studies major Meg Grehl '08 earned honors as a fourth-team Arthur Ashe Jr. Scholar Athlete for the 2005-06 academic year. After playing a season of soccer her first year at Bryn Mawr, Grehl made the switch to the cross-country and indoor and outdoor track-and-field teams, becoming one of Bryn Mawr's top harriers. In her 2005 season, Grehl consistently finished as one of the Owls' top three runners in meets, competing at a high level in the mile and 800-meter run, and as the lead leg for the Owls' 4x400-meter relay.

Her personal bests in cross country include a 20:22 three-mile time and a 25:28 6K. In indoor track and field her personal best mile is 5:55, her best 3,000-meter run is 11:32 and her best 800-meter run is 2:44. Beyond cross country and track and field, Grehl is the vice president and head of activities for the Bryn Mawr Debate Society.

After an excellent season both on the courts and in the classroom, Lucy Hu '06 was the only badminton athlete to earn Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholar honors in 2005-06. As captain of the Bryn Mawr College badminton squad, Hu led her team to its fifth straight undefeated regular-season schedule and a victory at the collegiate competition at the Pennsylvania States this year.

In the past two years playing under Head Coach Eric Miller, Hu has earned many athletic distinctions, including 2004 Mid-Atlantic Junior Runner-Up of Girls Under-25 Doubles Consolation, 2005 Pennsylvania State Open winner of Ladies Doubles C, 2005 Mid-Atlantic Classic Semifinalist of C Women's Doubles, 2005 Mid-Atlantic Junior Runner-Up of Under-25 Doubles and Runner-Up of Mixed Girls Under-25 Doubles.

Outside of badminton, Hu is a member of the Athletic Association, plays violin for the Campus Orchestra and played an integral role in the founding of the Bryn Mawr College Squash Club.

An exceptional athlete and scholar, biology major Jen Lam '06 has been honored for the second time in her athletic career as an Arthur Ashe Scholar. This year Lam has earned the distinction of winning the only award given to a women's lacrosse player.

Serving her second year as captain of Head Coach Katie Tarr's Bryn Mawr lacrosse team, Lam has had a phenomenal career with the Owls. Ranking as the team's top scorer this season, Lam also leads the team in draw controls, ground balls, assists and caused turnovers. In the second game of the 2006 season, Lam scored her 100th career goal against Whittier College (Calif.) and has continued to score another 25 goals this season for the Owls. For her hard work, Lam has earned both team and national recognition, winning Rookie of the Year from her team in 2003, Centennial Conference Player of the Week in 2004 and 2006, the Arthur Ashe Jr. Award in 2005 and honorable mention All-Centennial Conference accolades in 2005. 

An English major and cross-country runner, Tonda Shimbo '07 was awarded honorable mention for track and field from the Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholar Awards. Shimbo has run for three years of varsity cross country for Head Coach Dan Talbot, has competed for two years on the Owls' indoor track-and-field team and is currently running outdoor track for her third year as well. On the cross-country team, Shimbo has competed consistently as one of Bryn Mawr's top four runners. She has qualified for the Centennial Conference Championships each season that she has been a member of the indoor and outdoor track-and-field squads.

At the 2004-05 Centennial Conference Championships, Shimbo was the top Bryn Mawr finisher in the mile, earning a team point for an eighth-place finish of 5:38.69, and set a personal record in the 800-meter run at 2:35.64. She also serves as a team representative to the Athletic Association and is a member of the Asian Students Association. 

— Jessica Lee '09

Bryn Mawr Tracksters Set Two School Records 

Continuing to improve and build upon recent successes, Bryn Mawr's outdoor track-and-field team left their April 25th meet at Haverford College with 11 personal bests and two school records. In a meet that featured runners, throwers and jumpers from Albright, Haverford, LaSalle, Villanova and Widener, the Owls took advantage of outstanding weather to set new personal marks and continue to reshape the Bryn Mawr record books. 

Cara Petonic '07 took full control of the Bryn Mawr triple-jump records by leaping 31'7" (9.64 meters). Her jump broke the 20-year-old College record of 31'5" set by Cathy Pappas in 1986. Petonic owns the indoor school record in the event (32'3"). The co-captain also set a new personal record in the 400-meter hurdles. 

Katie Kent '09 continued to improve on a week-by-week basis, breaking her own school record in the discus with a throw of 112'2" (34.19 meters). Fellow thrower Allison Lee-Villanueva '09 set a personal record in the shot put. 

Giovanna Hayward '08 won the 400- and 200-meter dashes and has now won the last four heats she has competed in. Hayward set a new personal record in the 200. Camille Jones '08 ran an exceptional 1,500-meter to qualify for the Centennial Conference Championships. 

Also setting personal records for the Owls were Emily Feenstra '09 (800-meter run), Julia Lustick '09 (5,000-meter run), Whitney McDonald '08 (100-meter dash), Sydney Silver '09 (800-meter run) and Virginia Tseng '09 (400- and 200-meter dashes). 

  

