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Dar Williams to Headline Hepburn Center Launch

Folk-pop singer/songwriter Dar Williams will bring her insightful lyrics and energetic vocals to Bryn Mawr College Friday, Sept. 8, in one of several events to launch the Katharine Houghton Hepburn Center. A long-time favorite of Bryn Mawr students, Williams will present two shows and answer questions from the audience in Goodhart Theater.

Williams was this year's number-one choice for May Day performer, but could not accept because she was on tour in Europe. Her song "As Cool as I Am" has raised the rafters of Denbigh during the Mayhole dance for many May Days.

The Katharine Houghton Hepburn Center is named for screen legend Katharine Hepburn '28 and her activist mother, also Katharine Houghton Hepburn, Class of 1899. The Center's mission is to challenge women to lead publicly engaged lives and to take on important and timely issues affecting women. Drawing its focus from the life work of its namesakes — film and theater, civic engagement and women's health — the Center will inspire Bryn Mawr students and graduates to make a meaningful impact on the world.

"The Hepburn Center is virtual, not a building but rather a nexus of programming," says Michelle Francl, professor of chemistry and director of planning and development for the Hepburn Center. "Besides planning the campus launch celebration, our committee has created the Hepburn Fellows program, which invites people who can bridge practice and academics to be in residence at — and contribute to — Bryn Mawr for a period ranging from days to a semester. We're seeking actors, social activists, epidemiologists and others who wouldn't be on our usual roster of visitors. We expect the presence of fellows on campus to add an exciting dynamic and an enriching experience. Students, faculty members and staff have submitted some terrific nominations, and I look forward to inviting the most promising prospects.

"The fellows are just the beginning," she says. "Additional programming will be developed next year."

The campus celebration of the Hepburn Center will feature two panel discussions and the Willams concert. All three events are open to Bryn Mawr students, faculty members and staff.

The launch weekend will open with the panel discussion "Crafting Policy to Improve Women's Health" on Friday, Sept. 8, from 2-4 p.m. Panelists will include Bryn Mawr alumnae working in a variety of health-related fields and a nationally known journalist.

A second discussion, "Reproduction and the Law, " will feature panelists distinguished for their work and their activism. It will be held Saturday, Sept. 8, from 10 a.m. to noon. 

A luncheon for alumnae and special guests will follow. The luncheon speaker will be stage actress Katharine Houghton, niece of Katharine Hepburn '28, discussing the legacy of the Houghton Hepburn women.

The public launch of the Hepburn Center will occur at the Kimmel Center in Philadelphia that Saturday evening, where the College will commemorate the life and work of both Katharine Houghton Hepburns at a black-tie, fund-raising gala. Proceeds will benefit the Katharine Hepburn Scholarship fund, established by Katharine Hepburn '28 to honor her mother. The evening's highlights will include a gallery of images of the Houghton Hepburn women; a video tribute to the four-time-Oscar-winning actress featuring those who knew, worked with or were inspired by her; and the awarding of the Katharine Hepburn Medals by President Nancy J. Vickers to women whose lives, work and contributions embody the intelligence, drive and independence of Katharine Hepburn '28.

Further details on the weekend will be available on a new Hepburn Center Web site, which will be launched May 15.

"The goals for the launch are to generate maximum visibility for the College and to cement a permanent bond between the Hepburn name and Bryn Mawr," says Nancy Collins, director of public affairs and the primary staff planner of the Hepburn Center launch. "A powerful launch will draw attention to the substance of the Center, which in turn will spark donors in the final year of the Challenging Women campaign and will engage students long after."

Sarah Johnson ’06 Wins Fulbright to Study
Critical Theory in the United Kingdom 

Sarah Johnson '06, a political-science major whose senior thesis critiques the structure of modern political sovereignty, has won a coveted Fulbright Fellowship to study in England. The grant would cover expenses for a master's degree in critical theory at the University of Nottingham.

Johnson isn't certain that she will be able to accept the award.

"I've already been accepted into several Ph.D. programs in the United States and have committed to the program in political science at the University of Chicago. If I can't defer my acceptance, I may have to decline the Fulbright," she explains, noting that the Chicago program has a strong focus on critical theory that would allow her to pursue her interest in it there as well.

According to Johnson, her activities outside the classroom have played an important role in shaping her academic interests, which focus on relationships between power and space, particularly African spaces.

During her sophomore year, Johnson had an internship at the Clean Air Council, where she looked at the effects of environment on children's health. In the summer of 2004, she used a Bryn Mawr Green Grant to work on an organic farm at the Center for Environmental Farming Systems in Goldsboro, N.C., where she studied sustainable agriculture, touring local farms to see various farming practices.

The organic-farming experience sparked an interest in land use that led her toward a semester-abroad program in Botswana, where she observed a community-based program for natural-resource management in a small village. What she saw, Johnson says, was a program that failed because it did not take "the complexities of local power relationships" into account.

She had been interested in practical issues in rural development, but her observations in Botswana convinced her that development schemes would be ineffective as long as they were based on flawed general theories about how power operates.

"I think African spaces are undertheorized," Johnsonsays. "Our understanding of political theory has been based primarily on the history of Europe. We need political theory that is more responsive to the problems we see in the world."

Last summer, a Hanna Holborn Gray Fellowship funded the research that ultimately led to her senior thesis, which undertakes a re-examination of the concept of sovereignty in the context of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

"Neighboring states have taken advantage of ethnic-political conflict in the DRC to make incursions into DRC territory and to extract natural resources. Thus, either directly or indirectly through rebel groups, other states have control over what is theoretically the DRC's sovereign territory," she explains.

"In traditional political theory, sovereignty is tied to the territorial integrity of the state," she says, "and a situation like the one in the DRC might simply be characterized as chaos. But there is order there; there are structures of power. If we break sovereignty and the state apart — if, for instance, we understand it as the bare power over life and death in a given situation — we may be able to shed light on what is happening in situations that we might otherwise just dismiss as anomalous."

The Fulbright Program, an international educational exchange sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, was established by legislation introduced by former Senator J. William Fulbright of Arkansas in 1946 to "increase mutual understanding between the people of the United States and the people of other countries." Fulbright grantees are chosen for their academic merit and leadership potential. 

Disaster Zone Becomes a Classroom
for Student in Law and Social Policy 

When Akudo Ejelonu graduated from Bryn Mawr in 2005 with an A.B. in political science, she found the perfect professional training program for an activist with a profound interest in both community service and social policy. The day after graduation, she started summer courses at the Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research, enrolling in its unique Master of Law and Social Policy Program. She was beginning a second semester as Hurricane Katrina struck last fall. By December, the need for feet on the ground in the devastated Gulf Coast region seemed overwhelmingly urgent, and she took a leave of absence from the program to volunteer.

"I researched several avenues," Ejelonu says, "and found that a lot of relief organizations didn't have very good structures for accommodating volunteers. Finally I found a group called Hands On Network that welcomed people who wanted to start their own projects. I registered online and then flew into Biloxi, Miss., on Feb. 2. They asked me about my background and skills, and pretty soon I was doing casework."

In Biloxi, Ejelonu worked on interior debris-removal and building projects as well as serving as a case manager for residents whose lives had been shattered by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

"I was helping them make short-term and long-term plans to pick themselves up and get their lives back on track," Ejelonu explains. "I helped them find out what resources and services were available to them and served as an advocate for them while they negotiated the bureaucracies that control those resources."

"We accomplished a lot," she continues. "We were able to get FEMA trailers for several residents and to get rental assistance for others. We found permanent housing in shelters for homeless residents and helped some into HUD-subsidized public housing, as well as finding basic necessities like clothing and food."

"I'm proud of what we were able to do there, and it was very rewarding," Ejelonu says. "Some of these people were calling me their 'angel.' But it also put a lot of pressure on me because people were depending on me so much. Many of these people were much older than I am, and it's hard to see a grown person cry in frustration when you can't get the right responses from FEMA or from other agencies."

"Every day was a mental and emotional challenge," she says. "I was working from about 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., and there was no distinction between my work space and my living space. I had to learn to take some 'me' time now and then, and to focus on meeting one goal of one person at a time instead of trying to take the burdens of the world on my shoulders."

Progress in East Biloxi, Ejelonu says, was happening relatively quickly. After a couple of months, she transferred to New Orleans to find a very different situation.

"Everything in New Orleans is much slower," she says. "It's a much larger city with a long history of corruption and mismanagement. It takes so long to navigate the politics that it's hard to get anything done."

The area of the city where Ejelonu worked, she says, was already devastated — by poverty and crime — long before the hurricanes hit.

"We're trying to redevelop a community that was already in bad shape. We don't want to rebuild it to what it was before Katrina. We want it to be better; we are dealing not only with housing and rebuilding, but also with issues like violence and the community's relationship with the police force."

The first task Ejelonu's Hands On Network team undertook was a door-to-door needs-assessment survey.

"Some of the things people told us they needed were as basic as food and water," she says. "But we also needed to build a sense of community."

"We held a community fair so that people could meet and greet their neighbors and find out what resources are available. Next, we plan to have a 'town hall' meeting and invite city officials and policy-makers to hear from residents about what they need.

"The challenge is to bridge the gap between residents and city officials."

Ejelonu will remain in the Gulf Coast through the summer, she says. She will continue to work on community development and activism in New Orleans. In Biloxi, she will help Hands On Network develop a pilot internship program with the University of Southern Mississippi whereby graduate students in the university's programs in social work and disaster preparedness and response will staff a case-management unit.

"I've learned so much about how real-life politics works," she says. "I know this could be a valuable experience for other students, too."

For Ejelonu, the best part of her experience in the Gulf has been finding a community of like-minded volunteers.

"There are people from all over the country — all over the world — who are there to help rebuild," says Ejelonu, a Nigerian citizen who moved to Boston with her family at age four. "I felt such a strong connection with them; it made me happy and proud to be one of the people who care."

On a recent trip to Bryn Mawr, Ejelonu urged friends to heed the call to service in the Gulf Coast region: "I keep telling people, 'Everything is not all right down there,'" she says. "There's still dire need — for food, for money, for volunteers. Any way you can find to help makes you part of that community of people who care." 

Awards Made to Students at May Day Convocation 

At May Day Convocation on Sunday, April 30, President Nancy J. Vickers announced the winners of a host of awards made to Bryn Mawr students. The list of more than 50 awards and scholarships includes honors bestowed by Bryn Mawr as well as those given by outside organizations. The complete list of awards follows. 

Outside Awards to Students in the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences  
Whiting Fellowship in Humanities: Jennifer Bird, in History of Art; Zlatan Gruborovic, in History of Art; Valeriya Kozlovskaya, in Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology

The Samuel H. Kress Foundation Pre-Doctoral Rome Prize Fellowship: Sandra Lucore, in Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology

M. Andreades Honorary Fellowship for extraordinary academic accomplishments: Stella Theodoraki-Kunitaki, in Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology 

Spitzer Fellowship for study at the American School of Classical Studies in Athens : Angela Ziskowski, in Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology

Pierre C. Fraley Scholarship from the Alliance Française de Philadelphie: Ruth Zohrer, in French

Beinecke Scholarship from the Sperry Fund: Jessica Sisk, in Greek, Latin & Classical Studies

Graduate Study Scholarship from the Deutsche Akademische Austauschdienst for study at the Institut für Byzantinistik, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität, Munich : Benjamin Anderson, in the History of Art

Jacob K. Javits Fellowship: Marie Gasper-Hulvat, in History of Art 

Geraldine Marren Fellowship funded by the American Association of University Women Scholarship for 2006-07: Sofia Ginzberg, in Psychology

Hebrew Immigration Aid Society Scholarship: Jenny Ratnovsky, in Psychology 

2005-06 Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism grant funded by Homeland Security: Virginia Zimmerman, in Psychology 

Fulbright-Hays Fellowship for 2006 Summer Russian Language Teachers Program in Moscow: Jane Shaw, in Russian

American Council of Teachers of Russian Fellowship funded by the U.S. Department of State for 2006 summer study in Vladimir, Russia: Billie Jo Stiner, in Russian 

Outside Awards to Undergraduate Students and Alumnae 
Fulbright English Teaching Assistantships: Jodi Eisenberg '06, to teach in Spain, and Katherine Klenn '06, to teach in South Korea 

Thomas J. Watson Fellowship: Chadia Bel Hamdounia '06

Beinecke Memorial Scholarship: Laura Sockol '07

Prizes and Awards Given by Bryn Mawr College
Academy of American Poets Poetry Prize for the best poem or group of poems: Elizabeth Catanese '06 

Honorable mentions: Natasha Pettit '06 and Emily Ambash '08

Seymour Adelman Prize for book collecting: 

First Prize: Melody Brandston '08
Second Prize: Meridel Newton '06

Seymour Adelman Poetry Award: Eileen Talone '07

Jane Wilkinson Arts Prize for outstanding contributions in the arts: Natalie Bishar '06 and Kate Patchett '06

Bain-Swiggett Prize for the best single poem: Chloe Barnett '06 

Honorable mentions: Eileen Talone '07 and Kathleen Myers '07

Berle Memorial Prize in German Literature: Abigail Bruhlmann '06 and Rebekah Rich '06

Bolton Prize for excellence in the senior project in Growth and Structure of Cities: Rheanna Bensel '06 and Jordan Teel '06 

Hester Ann Corner Prize for distinction in Literature: Christine Bourgeois '08

Frederica de Laguna Award for a senior's meritorious academic work in Anthropology: Madeleine Neiman '06

Friends of the Bryn Mawr College Libraries Student Fine Art Award: Jeanette Neuner '08

Katherine Fullerton Gerould Prize in Creative Writing: Sarah Kemp '09 

Honorable Mention: Chloe Barnett '06 

Anna L. Keys Memorial Prize in Archaeology: Rebecca Hahn '07

Sheelah Kilroy Memorial Prize in English: Christin Mulligan '07

Richmond Lattimore Prize for poetic translation: Lauren Dubrowski '08 and Alex Yao '08

Martha Barber Montgomery Prize for special projects in the humanities: Amanda Pollock '07 

The Elinor Nahm Prizes: 

In nonintensive first-year Italian: Simona Radu '09

In intensive first-year Italian: Emma Shaw '09 

In intermediate Italian: Wendy Smolen '07 

In Italian language and literature: Flicka Michaels '07 and Laurel Pellegrino '08 

In Russian literature and culture: Christina Krushen '08 

In Russian language and linguistics: Anne Camm Smith '07

The Katherine Stains Prize in classical literature: Ariel Singer '06

Pauline Jones Prize: Briana Feston '06 

Elisabeth Packard Art and Archaeology Prize: Arianna Vogt '07

Alexandra Peschka Prize for imaginative writing in prose: Alice Bryson '09 

Honorable mentions: Mandy Yu '08 and Lauren Eisenbrey '09 

Laura Estabrook Romine Fellowship in Economics: Ashwini Sebastian '05 for graduate study in economics

Gail Ann Schweiter Prize: Hillary Smith '06 

The Elizabeth Duane Gillespie Undergraduate Award: Natalie Wide '07

Charlotte Angas Scott Prize for excellence in Mathematics: Nicole Benfold '06

Pauline Austin Adams Fund for excellence in Anthropology: Jennifer Officewala '06

Anna Pell Wheeler Prize for excellence in Mathematics: Kirsten Kemp '06

Anne Kirschbaum Winkelman Literary Prize for the most outstanding original short story: Rebekah Baglini '07 

Honorable Mentions: Lauren Eisenbrey '09 and Jodi Eisenberg '06 

The Dr. Hayley S. Thomas Prize in Diversity: Alnisa Bell '06, Heather Davis '06 and Samantha Martinez '07 

Summer Internships from the following funds have been awarded:

Daria Cheremeteff Fund: Astha Shrestha '08 

Nadia Ann Mirel Internship: Hannah Upp '06 

Sheila Gamble Cook Fund: Jillian Brown '09, Jessica Browning '09, Catherine Down '09, Shayna Israel '08, Michelle Kasza '07 and Angela Seah '07

Green Grant Fund: Julia Eddy '07 and Sarah Khasawinah '09

Jean Slovatkin Picker and Gale Picker Fund: Dea Markova '08 and Vijaya Thakur '08

Dance Study Grant: Marcelina Chavira '07

Barbara Rubin Award for nonprofit internships for research or study abroad: Anna Mendoza '08

Ariadne Solter Fund: Samrina Sattar '08

Summer Arts Internship Fund: Anabel Armenta '07 

Laura Van Straaten Fund: Kelly Barnes '07

Harris Wofford Fund: Kathlyen Dorsin '07

Jentes Family Internship Fund: Holly Gaiman '07

Bryn Mawr College grants for summer internships have been offered to: 

Britt Fremstad '08
Lauren Jasie '08
Liz Plunkett, '07
Sheena Reed '08
Fatima Siad '08 

Hanna Holborn Gray Internships were awarded to: 

Laura Brymer '07
Kathy Fazekas '07
Emelin Gasparrini '07
Elizabeth Kata '07
Sarah Lynch '07
Kathleen Myers '07
Shelley Nash '07
Jessie Pastore '07
Kaari Pitts '07
Hannah Reiss '07
Gilda Rodriquez '07
Megan Rowley '08
Jennifer Wagner '07
Lauren Zimmerman '07

Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowships were awarded to: 

Dinu Ahmed '08
Shafiquah Berry ' 07
Catherine Farman '08
Rachel François '07
Wisambi Loundu '07
Sarah Mackin '07
Paula Mans '08
Sheena Reed '08
Edisa Rodriguez '07 
Tiffany Shumate '08

Undergraduate Scholarships

Thomas Raeburn White Scholarship for summer language study abroad: Laura Kane '07 and Celeste Richardson '07 

Georgette Chapman Poindexter '81 Scholarship for summer study abroad: Ashley Dawkins '08

Mary Patterson McPherson Fund for Outstanding Community Service: 

For the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences: Crystal Fritz, in Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology 

For the Undergraduate College: Diane Gibfried '06, Katherine Pioli, '06 and Mridula Shankar '06

Maria L. Eastman Brooke Hall Memorial Scholarship — awarded to the member of the junior class with the highest grade point average: Kathleen Maffai '07 and Rachel Usala '07 

The Elizabeth S. Shippen Scholarship in Science: Daniela Miteva '07 

The Elizabeth S. Shippen Scholarship in Language: Elizabeth Kata '07 in German and Medieval Studies.

The Charles S. Hinchman Scholarship, given to a member of the junior class for work of special excellence in her major subject: Wen Gao '07, an A.B./M.A. candidate in Mathematics. 

Senior Lacrosse Standout Jen Lam Named 
Second Team All-Centennial Conference 

Midfielder Jen Lam '06 was named to the Second Team All-Centennial Conference after an outstanding final season with the Bryn Mawr lacrosse team. A two-year captain, Lam has been a key player for the Owls during her time at Bryn Mawr and has been a consistent role model for her teammates and peers.

This season, Lam not only led the team as a captain, but finished the season leading the team in assists (79), ground balls (78), caused turnovers (44), free-position goals (14) and points (79). She and teammate Zoe Fuller-Young '08 were tied with draw controls at 29, and she was second in scoring by only two goals (34). Lam hit a significant milestone this season, as she scored her 100th goal against Whittier College (Calif.) during the team's spring break training trip to California. She finished her career with 126 goals, a statistic that places her in the top tier in scoring for the Owls.

Lam has also made her mark on the record books at Bryn Mawr. Finishing with 124 points, 217 ground balls, 118 caused turnovers, 87 draw controls, 30 free-position shots and 28 assists, Lam is one of the most accomplished lacrosse players in Bryn Mawr history. Her success on the field has brought her much recognition from the athletic community, as she was awarded Centennial Conference Player of the Week in 2004 and 2006 and received honorable mention All-Centennial Conference accolades in 2005. Lam is also a two-time recipient of the Arthur Ashe Jr. Award, an honor that recognizes student-athletes of color who have excelled in both academic and athletic realms.

Lam will graduate from Bryn Mawr with a degree in biology. She has accepted a research position at the University of Pennsylvania and plans eventually to attend medical school. Lam will also travel to Prague, Czech Republic, to participate in an international lacrosse competition this summer.

