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Hepburn Center Launch Features Stars, Scholars

The much-anticipated Katharine Houghton Hepburn Center will be inaugurated next week with a series of events that will bring an array of distinguished visitors to Bryn Mawr and Philadelphia. At a fundraising gala at Philadelphia 's Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts, Lauren Bacall and Blythe Danner will accept the first Katharine Hepburn Medals, which will be awarded annually to “women whose lives, work and contributions embody the intelligence, drive and independence of Katharine Hepburn '28.” Singer-songwriter Dar Williams, described by Newsweek as “an acoustic songbird whose imaginative lyrics address a wide variety of human experiences,” headlines the on-campus celebration, which will also bring important activists, scholars and policymakers to campus to discuss women's health and reproductive law. 

Organizers are accepting last-minute reservations for the Kimmel Center gala (for information, see http://www.brynmawr.edu/hepburn/ or call 1-866-HEPBURN). Six students -- seniors Betsy Gauthier, Laura Kramer, Adama Ordu, Gilda Rodriguez, Nora Sidoti and Laura Sockol – will speak at the gala program, which will be hosted by ABC News' Cynthia McFadden. Contributors have also been invited to a reception and dinner Friday and a Saturday luncheon featuring remarks by Katharine Houghton, the niece of Katharine Houghton Hepburn '28 and an accomplished actress, playwright and lecturer. 

The two panel discussions will be free and open to the public, as well as the campus community (see schedule below). The performances by Dar Williams, a longtime Bryn Mawr favorite, are free to students and, as space permits, to faculty and staff. Tickets will be available at no cost to current students presenting a BMC ID, one ticket per student, at the Campus Center lobby table on Tuesday and Wednesday, Sept. 5 and 6, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. If tickets remain, they will be available at no cost to faculty members and staff presenting a BMC ID, one ticket per person, at the Campus Center lobby table on Thursday and Friday, September 7 and 8, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.   

Invited guests' enthusiastic response to the on-campus launch events has necessitated a few location changes. The updated schedule: 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 8 

· Panel Discussion 
Crafting Policy to Improve Women's Health 
2–4 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 

Moderator: Janet Shapiro, associate professor of social work and director of the Center for Child and Family Well-Being 

Panelists: Denise Grady, health and science reporter, The New York Times ; Susan Band Horwitz '58, Falkenstein Professor of Cancer Research and co-chair of the department of molecular pharmacology at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine, New York; Ana Maria Lopez '82, associate professor of clinical medicine and pathology at the University of Arizona College of Medicine, Tucson, medical director, Arizona Telemedicine Program, and medical director, Women's Health Initiative 

· Reception and Dinner 
5:30–7:30 p.m. , Wyndham (rain location for reception: Thomas Great Hall) 

· Concert 
Dar Williams 
7:30 and 9:30 p.m. , Goodhart Theater 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 9 

· Panel Discussion 
Reproduction and the Law 
10 a.m.–noon , Goodhart Theater 

Moderator: Carole Joffe, professor of Sociology, University of California, Davis 

Panelists: Sue Sherwin, university research professor of philosophy and women's studies, Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia; Lynn M. Paltrow, J.D., founder and executive director of National Advocates for Pregnant Women, New York; Monica Roa, director of the Gender Justice Program at Women's Link Worldwide, Bogotá, Colombia 

· Closing Luncheon with Guest Speaker Katharine Houghton 
12:30–2 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 

· Katharine Houghton Hepburn Center Gala 
The Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts, Philadelphia 

·      VIP Reception 
       6 p.m., Perelman Theater

·      Reception 
       6:30 p.m., Commonwealth Plaza 

·      Program 
       7:30 p.m., Verizon Hall 
      Mistress of Ceremonies: Cynthia McFadden 
      • Video tribute to Katharine Hepburn

      • Reflections by students 

      • Awarding of the Katharine Hepburn Medal to Lauren Bacall and Blythe Danner 
·      Dinner 
      8:30 p.m., Tiers overlooking Commonwealth Plaza 

The Katharine Houghton Hepburn Center is named for screen legend Katharine Hepburn '28 and her activist mother, also Katharine Houghton Hepburn, Class of 1899. The Center's mission is to challenge women to lead publicly engaged lives and to take on important and timely issues affecting women. Drawing its focus from the life work of its namesakes — film and theater, civic engagement and women's health — the Center will inspire Bryn Mawr students and graduates to make a meaningful impact on the world. 

Performing Arts Series, Now Free to Tri-Co Students, Faculty and Staff, Opens Sept. 15 

Tony Award-winning choreographer Garth Fagan's dance company brings its distinctive style of dance, which blends Afro-Caribbean movement and energy with the speed and precision of ballet and the rule-breaking experimentation of the postmoderns, to Goodhart Theater at 8 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 15, to open the 2006-2007 Performing Arts Series. This year, for the first time, tickets to events in the series are free to students, faculty and staff of Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore Colleges, series coordinator Lisa Kraus has announced. 

Also featured in this year's series:

The Spoken Hand Percussion Orchestra, Friday, Oct. 6, 8 p.m., Goodhart Theater 

The Upright Citizens' Brigade, Friday, Dec. 8, 8 p.m., Goodhart Theater 

Flamenco Vivo Carlota Santana, Friday, Feb. 16, 8 p.m., Goodhart Theater 

Borealis String Quartet, Friday, March 23, 8 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 

Tickets to individual events in the Performing Arts Series are $18 for the general public and $15 for seniors.  Subscription packages offer discounts, mix-and-match ticket flexibility and priority seating.  For tickets, call the Office for the Arts at 610-526-5210. 

Garth Fagan Dance, Friday, Sept. 15, 8 p.m., Goodhart Theater 
Now celebrating its 35 th season, Garth Fagan Dance is among the world's most dynamic modern dance companies, and has been featured on PBS' “Great Performances – Dance in America” and in performances worldwide.  Jamaican-born Fagan is best known as the 1998 Tony Award-winning choreographer of “The Lion King.” 

"The ... Fagan dancers move as if they were born speaking Fagan's language and they love the feel of it in their bodies," wrote Elizabeth Kendall in Vogue. 

Spoken Hand Percussion Orchestra, Friday, Oct. 6, 8 p.m., Goodhart Theater 
A high-energy celebration of world music, Spoken Hand Percussion Orchestra unifies the beats and rhythms of North Indian tabla, Afro-Cuban bata, Brazilian samba and West African djembe music into one distinct and joyous sound. 

Two-time winners of Philadelphia City Paper's award for “Best World/Roots Music,” Spoken Hand has appeared at nearly every Philadelphia venue of note, including the Painted Bride Art Center, The Mann Center for the Arts, and the Welcome America Festival and has earned its national reputation through concerts and residencies at festivals, theaters, art centers and universities around the country. 

Upright Citizens Brigade, Friday, Dec. 8, 8 p.m., Goodhart Theater 
Dubbed “the best sketch comedy troupe working today” by Time Out magazine, the Upright Citizens Brigade's 90-minute shows boast some of the nation's freshest and most outrageous long-form improv. 

In addition to touring, the troupe's performance credits include “Late Night with Conan O'Brien” and the “The Daily Show with Jon Stewart,” as well as its own Comedy Central program from 1998 to 2000 and countless shows at the Upright Citizens Brigade Theatres in New York and Los Angeles. 

Flamenco Vivo Carlota Santana, Friday, Feb. 16, 8 p.m., Goodhart Theater 
Called “The Keeper of Flamenco” by Dance Magazine , Flamenco Vivo Carlota Santana has performed to sold-out audiences worldwide since 1983. 

Known for their smoldering sensuality and polish, the group's powerful dancers and musicians address universal themes of pride, sorrow, love and death in their emotional performances. 

Borealis String Quartet, Friday, March 23, 8 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 
The Borealis String Quartet has established itself as an ensemble praised for its dynamic performances, passionate style, and refined, musical interpretation.  They received national attention in their native Canada as finalists in the “CBC Great Canadian Music Dream Competition.” 

“The Borealis String Quartet…served notice with the lighting attack of the initial bars that they were not going to let anyone cling to their sober stereotypes of classical music and chamber quartets.  The musicians practically flew out of their chairs, so vigourous and physical was their playing,” wrote The Globe and Mail. 

Faculty Research Update: Recent Grant Awards 

Bryn Mawr faculty members attracted a record number of research grants as well as a record total figure in foundation funding in fiscal year 2006, Associate Provost Suzanne Spain reports. Among those who have recently won grants are an anthropologist, an art historian, a scholar of Italian literature, and an interdisciplinary study group that focuses on food. 

Film scholar Homay King, an assistant professor of history of art, has received a Lindback Foundation Award in the amount of $15,000 to support her book project, “Lost in Translation: Orientalism, Projection, and the Enigmatic Signifier.” King's study focuses on the role that cinema has played in the construction of a Western image of the East as “impossibly enigmatic.” 

“'Orientalist' representations have a robust cinematic history,” King says. “They tend to take the form of the exoticization, eroticization, and emasculation of Asia and its diasporas.” Drawing on cultural studies, film theory, and postcolonial and psychoanalytic theories, King argues that the West “has tended to depict the East not simply as strange or exotic, but more specifically, as unintelligible: beyond the limits of Western comprehension and rational thought.” 

Landmark films from Broken Blossoms (Griffith, 1919) to Chinatown (Polanski, 1974), and from The Lady from Shanghai (Welles, 1947) to Lost in Translation (Coppola, 2002), perform what King terms “the Shanghai gesture,” whereby the East is “cloaked in a veil of indecipherability.” King contends that the image of an unfathomable Asia plays “a foundational role in cinema culture.” Finally, she turns away from Hollywood cinema to examine some alternative models of cultural exchange between East and West offered by experimental forms of media. 

The National Science Foundation awarded Lecturer in Anthropology Melissa Scott Murphy a grant of $22,000 for a large-scale investigation of an Inca cemetery in Puruchuco-Huaquerones, Peru. The cemetery, Murphy explains, offers a unique opportunity to shed some light on one of the hottest controversies in the archaeology of the Americas: the debate about the size of the indigenous population of the Americas prior to European contact and how sharply that population declined as a result of contact. “The debate about the impact of Spanish contact on the Inca empire has largely centered on the interpretation of ethnohistorical documents and censuses,” Murphy says. “This is the first time there is physical evidence of a community in South America whose members lived before, during and shortly after Spanish conquest.” 

According to Murphy, the Puruchuco-Huaquerones cemetery is an unusually valuable source of information. “Normally, skeletal samples from cemeteries don't yield an accurate picture of a population for several reasons. Samples are often very small, poorly preserved, and not representative of the population as a whole, and usually the cemetery samples span a long period of time. But we have to date recovered 1,713 burials from Puruchuco-Huaquerones, some containing multiple individuals, so we have data from well over 2,000 individuals representing all age ranges, and we expect to recover several hundred more burials.” Further contributing to the site's significance are the exceptional preservation of the burials, including textiles and pottery, and the relatively short duration of its use, about 120 years. 

Acute illnesses leave no traces in bones, Murphy explains, so bioarchaeologists must infer them from demographic data. “A typical cemetery will have many individuals who are very young and many who are very old, so a cemetery with a lot of people in the prime-of-life years suggests an outbreak of infectious disease or trauma leading to an unusual pattern of mortality,” she says. The richness of the Puruchuco-Huaquerones sample, along with a sensitive new technique that allows researchers to determine the ages of adults with more precision than traditional methods offer, promises to yield demographic data of a very high quality. 

Assistant Professor of Italian Roberta Ricci has won a coveted Bogliasco Fellowship from the Liguria Study Center for the Arts and Humanities, one of only 10 awarded this year. She will spend six weeks in residence at the center, which comprises three villas in a picturesque village on the Italian Riviera, preparing a manuscript for publication. In it Ricci analyzes different morphologies of authorial commentaries from the Medieval to the Renaissance periods, including footnotes, prologues, letters and prefaces. The title of the book manuscript is "Morfologie autoriali nel Medioevo e Rinascimento Italiano: Il testo letterario Iuxta Principia Propria." 

Ricci begins her study with the 14th-century poet Boccaccio and his glosses on his own epic "Teseida delle nozze di Emilia" (ca. 1340). The interpretive and erudite self-commentary, written in the third person, was not identified as Boccaccio's own work until 1929; Ricci reflects on Boccaccio's motive for using such a rhetorical device to present the commentator as a distinct literary persona from the poet himself. Boccaccio's self-glosses, Ricci argues, mark the beginning of his career as a humanistic scholar in Florence and illustrate the continuity between his artistic and scholarly production. 

In the second chapter of her work, Ricci turns to private letters written in 1575-76 by Torquato Tasso to men of letters working at the Curia Romana. Here Tasso appealed to literary and religious authorities for guidance before the publication of his masterwork, the Gerusalemme Liberata, an epic poem based on a historical narrative of the First Crusade. Ricci focuses on Tasso's negotiation of the boundary between poetic invention and history and on the evolving poetics that ultimately allowed Tasso to claim his work as allegory. 

Ricci continues to work on the epistolary genre in the next chapter, in which she considers the published letters of Arcangela Tarabotti, a 17th-century author who decried the widespread practice of forcing women into religious life against their will. Ricci argues that Tarabotti, who was herself involuntarily confined to a convent, used the epistolary genre to construct an authorial identity for herself and the public. In Tarabotti's letters, she says, “Fiction and truth, fictionalized narration and autobiography, remain a delicate balance in the presentation of her female and literary self. As a woman, a nun, and a protofeminist writer, Tarabotti needed to resort to invention in all her works because only thus could she hope to achieve her aim, namely to denounce the widespread social malpractice of which she herself was a victim.” 

Thanks to Associate Professor of History Sharon Ullman, a Mellon Tri-College Seed Grant will nourish interest in the burgeoning interdisciplinary field of food studies at Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore. Ullman proposed the grant along with Associate Professor of French Pim Higginson, Assistant Professor of English Kate Thomas, Haverford Associate Professor of English Raji Mohan, Swarthmore Professor of History Bob Weinberg and Swarthmore Professor of German Hansjakob Werlen. Werlen is the founder of the Philadelphia chapter of Slow Food, an international organization that promotes food and wine culture and supports agricultural biodiversity. 

“The field of food studies is growing rapidly all over the country,” Ullman says, “and there is significant interest in it within the three colleges. Several individual faculty members are pursuing research or teaching classes in this area, but because they are in a variety of disciplines, they are often unaware that colleagues in other departments are doing research on related topics. We hope to bring these people together to encourage sharing of ideas and resources and to foster a community of scholarship.” 

According to Ullman, the Mellon grant will likely fund a series of three symposia centered on lectures by scholars who are recognized as key figures in food studies. The group will also host meetings at which faculty members will discuss their research and consider possibilities for collaborative work. 

Report from the Field: Nina Roach '07 
In Hinterland and Heartland of China 

This summer Nina Roach '07, a senior major in the Bryn Mawr-Haverford East Asian Studies Department, visited areas of China that few tourists see. Haverford Professor of History and East Asian Studies Paul Smith, accompanied by UCLA historian Richard von Glahn, led Roach and three Haverford students on a trip called “Hinterland and Heartland,” funded by Haverford's Center for Peace and Global Citizenship. After touring with the group for several weeks, Roach enrolled in language-study courses at the Harbin Institute of Technology. It was Roach's third trip to China. She had spent the summer of 2004 traveling and teaching English in China, and she spent fall semester of 2005 in a study-abroad program, living with a host family in Shanghai. Her account of this summer's trip follows. 

The Hinterland and Heartland trip began Monday, May 15, immediately on the heels of finals. As I watched the clock and gathered my bags together in preparation to leave my room in Pem West, it felt oddly not unlike any other Monday morning. But of course I knew as I waited for my ride to the airport under the Pem Arch, that it was no ordinary Monday and I was in fact embarking on a three-month-long summer adventure. The torrential rain that slowed our drive to the airport did nothing to dampen my spirits. This was my third trip to China since freshman year and I was ready to return. Shouldering two modest backpacks, two pairs of pants, fewer than ten shirts, an empty Moleskine notebook, and an overwhelming sense of adventure I would have walked through the rain to the airport. 

We spent the first three weeks of the summer on the road. We blitzed through eight cities in 19 days starting with the traditional capital city of Beijing, then looping across central and western portions of China to plunge into major cities like Xi'an and Xining as well as smaller, less-developed cities like Ya'an, Yulin, Yinchuan and Lanzhou where we were gawked at to the point that the fuss actually slowed traffic. While the attention was interesting at first, even flattering, I took to wearing sunglasses everywhere as the constant staring became unsettling. We concluded the journey, fittingly in Shanghai, China's most populated city. Shanghai's international flavor leads many people to describe it as more urban and hip than most western cities, including New York and Philadelphia. 

Our journey was always about the process, never just a means to an end. We took battered buses filled with peasants between the small inland cities and survived hard-sleeper trains that most Westerns don't brave. Moving from one city to the next kept us on the road nearly every other day. Within the first week I'd fallen easily into the rhythm of living out of my bags and sinking exhausted into any hotel bed at the day's end. Exploring new cities' center streets and discovering different historical sites on the outskirts of nearly every city easily kept me enthralled as I filled my Moleskine notebook with observations. Every night the group met for dinner, like a family, to recount the day's happenings and our observations. Often Professor Smith and Richard would entertain us with anecdotes about their days living together on Haight Street in San Francisco, where their closest friends were some of today's leaders in the field of East Asian Studies. 

I couldn't begin to choose one highlight of the trip. Three weeks of Chinese journeying adventures added up to countless miles of rapidly changing landscape through the windows of trains and buses, long discussions with Professor Smith while on the road and hours upon hours of exploring vastly differing Chinese cities. We visited temples, ate yak meat, bargained with Chinese vendors, chatted with Tibetans, rode Chinese bumper cars, and photographed everything. Every hour of the trip was rich with meaning. 

I'm so grateful that I was able to participate in the Hinterland and Heartland trip. Since I am an East Asian Studies major and the trip was led by my major advisor, I couldn't have found a better way to spend my last college summer. This year, I'll be working on a senior thesis on urbanization and economic inequality in China. Observing these processes firsthand, in the company of experts in the field, has added invaluable depth and richness to my academic work. 

I stayed on in China for the whole summer, traveling alone for a bit and spending two months in Harbin, the largest city in northeast China. Attending classes full time, living with Chinese roommates and speaking no English for the duration of the program kept me busy enough in Harbin to prohibit having much time to think about or miss our early summer whirlwind. After the Hinterland and Heartland trip and my summer in Harbin, I am even more eager to return to China. Its vast reaches of landscape and endless variety of people and experiences gave me a summer I'll always cherish. 

On Campus: Convocation, Faculty-Staff Reception, Multicultural Center Open House, Spanish Cultural Series 

Fall Convocation. The Bryn Mawr community will mark the beginning of the College's 122nd academic year on Tuesday, Sept. 5, at Fall Convocation. The brief ceremony will take place from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. in Thomas Great Hall; a Continental breakfast will be served. President Nancy J. Vickers will be joined on the speakers' dais by Co-Deans of the Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research Raymond Albert and Marcia Martin; Katharine Houghton Hepburn Center Director of Planning and Development Michelle Francl; Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Dale Kinney; Provost Ralph Kuncl; Dean of the Undergraduate College Karen Tidmarsh; and Haverford College President Thomas R. Tritton. 

Vickers encourages all members of the community to participate and has asked that offices and departments of the College close to the extent possible while Convocation takes place. 

Back-to-School Reception for Faculty and Staff. The president's annual fall reception for faculty and staff will take place on Thursday, Sept. 7, from 4 to 6 p.m. in Thomas Great Hall. Those who have new colleagues are especially urged to introduce them to the community in this convivial setting. 

Open House at the Multicultural Center. The Office Of Intercultural Affairs invites the whole Bryn Mawr community to an open house at the Multicultural Center on Cambrian Row on Thursday, Sept. 7, from 7 to 9 p.m. 

Spanish Cultural Series Begins. The Spanish Department will kick off this semester's Weekly Cultural Series on Monday, Sept. 11 at 7 p.m. Lecturer in Spanish Peter Koelle will give a talk titled “La cultura sefardí: una herencia ibérica.” Events in the series are free and open to all. 

Participants in the series include three other members of the Bryn Mawr College faculty: Senior Lecturer Inés Arribas and Instructor Dina Breña of the Spanish Department and Instructor in Growth and Structure of Cities Daniela Sandler. Guest lecturers include photographer and author Paola Nogueras '84, Diego Armus of the History Department of Swarthmore College, Executive Director of Raíces Culturales Latinoamericanas Yolanda Alcorta, Silvia Nagy-Zekmi of the Spanish Department of Villanova University, and Luisa Ossa of the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures of La Salle University. 

With the exception of the Latin American Dance Workshop with Inés Arribas in the Goodhart Music Room, all programs take place in Thomas 110. Please consult the Spanish Department's Web site at http://www.brynmawr.edu/spanish to find the schedule of events. 
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