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Acclaimed British Novelist Zadie Smith To Open 2005-06 Creative Writing Program Reading Series 
A reading by British novelist Zadie Smith opens Bryn Mawr College 's yearlong Creative Writing Program Reading Series. This year's series also features three Pulitzer Prize winners – a playwright, novelist and poet – as well as several other celebrated poets and essayists.  

Smith will read from her works at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 19, in Thomas Great Hall. 

Smith's latest book, On Beauty, was short-listed for the Man Booker Prize and won the Commonwealth Writer's Best Book Award.  Her first novel, White Teeth, also received numerous awards in Great Britain, including the James Tait Black Memorial Prize for Fiction and the Whitebread First Novel Award. 

The Washington Post has called Smith “brilliant…a postmodern Charles Dickens.” 

The Creative Writing Program Reading Series is free and open to the public.  This year's series will also feature: 
Mary Gaitskill, Monday, Oct. 23, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 

Richard Ford, Friday, Nov. 3, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 

Linda Bierds, Thursday, Feb., 15, 7:30 p.m., Ely Room at the Wyndham Alumnae House 

Paula Vogel, Thursday, March 1, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 

J.D. McClatchy, Thursday, March 8, 7:30 p.m., Ely Room at the Wyndham Alumnae House 

Marie Ponsot, Thursday, April 5, 7:30 p.m., Ely Room at the Wyndham Alumnae House 

Yusef Komunyakaa, Thursday, April 19, 7:30 p.m., Ely Room at the Wyndham Alumnae House 

Mary Gaitskill, Monday, Oct. 23, 7:30 p.m. , Thomas Great Hall 
Author Mary Gaitskill's 2005 novel Veronica was named one of that year's “10 best books” by The New York Times and a National Book Award nominee. Her earlier works, the novel Two Girls Fat and Thin and the story collections Bad Behavior and Because They Wanted To, also garnered critical praise. 

Her stories and essays have appeared in The New Yorker, Harper's, Esquire, The Best American Short Stories and The O. Henry Prize Stories. 

The New York Times Book Review wrote of Gaitskill that her “palpable talent puts her among the most eloquent and perceptive contemporary fiction writers.” 

Richard Ford, Friday, Nov. 3, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 
Richard Ford will be appearing just days after the release of his highly anticipated new novel The Lay of the Land, which continues the tale of protagonist Frank Bascombe, a character The New York Times Book Review said “has earned himself a place beside Willy Loman and Harry Angstrom in our literary landscape.” 

Ford introduced readers to Bascombe in The Sportswriter and continued his tale in Independence Day, the first book ever to receive both the Pulitzer Prize and the PEN/Faulkner Award. 

The Lay of the Land is described by Amazon.com as the “funniest, most engaging (and explosive) book he's written, and a major literary event.” 

Linda Bierds, Thursday, Feb., 15, 7:30 p.m., Ely Room at the Wyndham Alumnae House 
Critic William Pritchard has described Linda Bierds as “an original poet whose poems combine fact and dream in surprising and exhilarating ways.”  Some of her best-known collections of poetry include Flights of the Harvest Mare; The Stillness, the Dancing; Heart and Perimeter; and The Ghost Trio. 

Bierds' work has appeared regularly in The New Yorker, and in 1998 she was awarded a John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Fellowship. 

Paula Vogel, Thursday, March 1, 7:30 p.m. , Thomas Great Hall 
Playwright Paula Vogel has no fear of controversial subjects.  Her plays have dealt with AIDS, pornography, prostitution, pedophilia and gay and lesbian relationships.  However, controversy has not kept her from earning critical praise.  Her play How I Learned to Drive was awarded the 1998 Pulitzer Prize for Drama and she has won two Obies. 

Vogel's latest play is A Civil War Christmas, a family musical set on Christmas Eve in the final days of the U.S. Civil War. 

J.D. McClatchy, Thursday, March 8, 7:30 p.m., Ely Room at the Wyndham Alumnae House 
Bryn Mawr native J.D. McClatchy's five books of poems are Hazmat , which was nominated for the 2003 Pulitzer Prize; Ten Commandments; The Rest of the Way; Stars Principal and Scenes from Another Life. 

He has also published two collections of essays, White Paper and Twenty Questions. 

Poet W.S. Merwin has written of McClatchy's work, “The complexities and lucid articulation of feeling, the intent awarness, the informed play of language have distinguished each of his books.” 

Marie Ponsot, Thursday, April 5, 7:30 p.m., Ely Room at the Wyndham Alumnae House 
Marie Ponsot's books of poems include The Bird Catcher, recipient of the 1998 National Book Critics Circle Award; The Green Dark; True Minds; and Springing: New and Selected Poems.  She is also the recipient of the 2005 Poetry Society of America's Frost Medal. 

Yusef Komunyakaa, Thursday, April 19, 7:30 p.m., Ely Room at the Wyndham Alumnae House 
Yusef Komunyakaa has received numerous honors and awards for his poetry, including the Pulitzer Prize and the Kingsley Tufts Poetry Award for his collection Neon Vernacular: New & Selected Poems 1977-1989.  His latest works include Pleasure Dome: New & Collected Poems, 1975-1999 and Talking Dirty to the Gods. 
"Yusef Komunyakaa is a poet of the human heart in all its joys and horrors, fiercely present as it pounds away at the center of every human being's consciousness. He enlarges our idea of what poetry is, challenging us to go beyond our own narrow definitions." -- The Washington Post Book World.
Garth Fagan Dance to Bring Experimental Hybrid of Afro-Caribbean Movement, Ballet to BMC 
Tony Award-winning choreographer Garth Fagan's eponymously-named dance company brings its distinctive style, which blends Afro-Caribbean movement and energy with the speed and precision of ballet and the experimentation of the post-moderns, to Bryn Mawr College's Goodhart Theater at 8 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 15, opening the 2006-07 Performing Arts Series. 

Single tickets are $18; senior tickets $15; student tickets, $10; children 12 and under, $5. Admission is free for Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore students, faculty and staff. Subscription packages offer discounts, mix-and-match ticket flexibility and priority seating. For tickets and information, call the Office for the Arts at 610-526-5210. 

Garth Fagan Dance is among the world's most acclaimed modern dance companies and has been featured on PBS'“Great Performances – Dance in America” and in performances worldwide. 

"The ... Fagan dancers move as if they were born speaking Fagan's language and they love the feel of it in their bodies," wrote Elizabeth Kendall in Vogue. Fagan's dances "share with jazz a spacious ease and rhythmic verve," said Newsday. 

Founder and Artistic Director Garth Fagan may be best known for his choreography of Broadway's “The Lion King,” for which he received the 1998 Tony Award for Best Choreography. He is widely recognized by dance critics as an original. Based in Rochester, N.Y., Garth Fagan Dance is celebrating its 35th anniversary, having won acclaim over the years in major festivals worldwide and in frequent seasons at New York's Joyce Theater. For their individuality, unmannered approach and virtuosity, the performers have earned top honors, including five "Bessies" (New York Performance Awards) and the New York Governor's Arts Award. 

Washington Monthly: Bryn Mawr Is the Best 
At Doing Well by Doing Good 
Bryn Mawr is good for the country – better than any other liberal-arts college in the nation, says the Washington Monthly. Last month, the College took the top spot among liberal-arts schools in the publication's annual college rankings, which aim to measure how well colleges and universities serve the public interest by fostering research, an ethic of national service and social mobility. 

Washington Monthly initiated its college rankings last year, after publishing several articles that criticized the criteria used by other popular college guides and calling on institutions of higher education to release data that would, the Monthly says, provide more information about how much learning actually takes place on college campuses. 

“We started with a different assumption about what constitutes the 'best' schools,” the Monthly 's editors said. “We asked ourselves: What are reasonable indicators of how much a school is benefiting the country?” 

The editors settled on three broad categories: research, public service and social mobility. For liberal-arts colleges, the research score is based on a school's total spending on research as well as the percentage of alumni who go on to earn a Ph.D. The public-service score considers “the percentage of a school's students enrolled in the Army and Navy Reserve Officer Training Corps; the percentage of its alumni who are currently serving in the Peace Corps; and the percentage of its federal work-study grants devoted to community service projects.” The social-mobility score is based on an analysis of the percentage of low-income students the school enrolls and those students' graduation rates. 

It's not surprising that Bryn Mawr earned high marks in all three categories, says Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid Jenny Rickard. “Bryn Mawr looks for candidates who aim to make a meaningful contribution to the world,” she says. “And the college transforms that commitment into action in ways that students might not have contemplated. First-generation college students graduate from Bryn Mawr and go on to earn Ph.D.s.” 

“What's especially gratifying about this ranking is that we earned it simply by being who we are, rather than jockeying for position on the list,” Rickard continues. The Monthly 's editors have decried the effect of the US News and World Report rankings on colleges' priorities. “In an era of gimmickry and gamesmanship, it's great to be rewarded for standing by our values,” says Rickard. 

The news of the Monthly 's rankings was greeted with particular enthusiasm in the College's Civic Engagement Office. 

“The students we work with really try to live their values,” says Ellie Esmond, the office's training and program coordinator. “In my observation, they tend to make life choices that reflect their politics and their commitment to social justice, which ensures that their lives reflect their desire to connect with their communities in meaningful ways.” 

Professor Margaret Hollyday, 1947-2006 
In All Its Aspects, a Life Well Lived 
As the academic year begins, the Bryn Mawr community struggles with the loss of a much-loved faculty member: Professor of Biology and Psychology Margaret Anne Hollyday, who died this summer after a hard-fought battle with cancer. Admired by students and colleagues for her generosity of spirit as well as her genius for experimental design and her deep commitment to scientific integrity, she was for many Bryn Mawr students a model of a woman's ability to succeed as both a scientist and a parent. 

“Peggy was a dear friend and a valuable mentor,” said Associate Professor of Biology Tamara Davis. “She will be profoundly missed.” 

Born in New Jersey on June 23, 1947, Hollyday graduated from Swarthmore College in 1969 and earned her Ph.D. at Duke University in 1974. After postdoctoral research at Washington University in St. Louis, she joined the faculty of the University of Chicago, where she met Paul Grobstein, now a professor of biology at Bryn Mawr. Having already published several papers that were generally acknowledged as major contributions to the field of developmental neurobiology, Hollyday early in her career “had already established an unshakeable reputation for absolute integrity, for collecting and presenting observations in impeccably clear and unchallengeable ways,” Grobstein said. The two collaborated on several papers and ultimately married; their twins Jed and Rachel were born in 1984. Hollyday and Grobstein both came to Bryn Mawr as full professors in 1987. 

“Peggy had an unusual ability to find in others things that she could value and trust, and then make people feel valued and trusted for those things,” says Grobstein. She quickly earned the esteem of the Bryn Mawr community. 

Maya Ajmera '89, the founder and president of the Global Fund for Children, was one of the first Bryn Mawr students to serve as a research assistant in Hollyday's lab. “Peggy invested in people – in their talents and their vision,” Ajmera said. “She wasn't one of those scientists who think that time spent on students who don't pursue careers in science is wasted. She knew that what she valued in science – creativity, the generation of knowledge, enjoying the work, giving curiosity free rein – would take her students far in any field.” 

Francesca Mariani '91 did pursue a career in science, earning a Ph.D. in biology at the University of California at Berkeley; she credits Hollyday with fostering her interest in the discipline. “She brought the topic to the classroom through experiments,” Mariani said. “She always presented information through the precise experiment that illustrated the principle -- not just classical experiments, but often ones that had just been published. She presented science as it was being done, and that made her lectures exciting to hear.” Students benefited from Hollyday's rigorous approach to experimental design, Mariani says: “She taught us to be critical, to ask whether experiments really demonstrated the hypotheses they claimed to prove, and to think of ways they might have been improved.” 

“Her enthusiasm and dedication rubbed off on everyone who came into contact with her,” said Sujatha Narayan, Ph.D. '01. She remembers: “She saw me at the lab late one night when I was working on my dissertation research. She sia, ‘You're here late, and you don't look happy.' I described a technical problem I was having, and she made an ingenious suggestion that helped me solve it. I wasn't doing my work in her lab, and I think this speaks not only to her generosity, but also to her dedication to science. She was always interested in figuring out the details and making improvements.” 

Assistant Professor of Biology Neal Williams observed the same unfailing generosity and passionate commitment to research. “For a course I teach in experimental design and statistics, I was looking for data sets for my students to work with, and Peggy offered hers. Even though her research area is very different from mine, it was a pleasure to talk with her about her data, because her excitement about the work was so obvious and because her data was so scrupulously gathered. And she made herself available to my students. Talking to her about the process that generated the statistics really made the numbers come alive for them.” 

Hollyday's recent research, funded by grants from the National Institutes of Health and the National Science Foundation, sought to determine what chemical cues triggered cell differentiation in the developing spinal cords of chick embryos and why motor neurons began to differentiate earlier than interneurons. She was, colleagues say, determined to persist in her research and teaching despite her diagnosis of cancer; when illness forced her to take a final medical leave in April, she took a microscope home with her so that she could continue to advise her students. 

An active member of the Main Line Unitarian Church, Hollyday was also an avid music lover who sang with the Bryn Mawr-Haverford Chorale. Colleagues as well as students remember her as an open-hearted friend, a devoted mother and a wise counselor who achieved a remarkable balance of the professional and personal. “All aspects of a life must be lived at once,” she told one student. 

She is survived by her children Rachel and Jed Grobstein and their father, Paul Grobstein; her brothers, Bill and John; and her mother, Helen. A memorial service for Hollyday will be held at Bryn Mawr this fall. 

"Effective Grantsmanship" Program Offers 
Series of Seminars, Practical Experience
Bryn Mawr students are known for their desire to make a meaningful contribution to the world. How can they translate that desire into action? This fall, the Civic Engagement Office will offer solid, nuts-and-bolts instruction in a skill that is critical to success in many areas of public service: obtaining grant funding. The CEO will offer 10-15 students a series of eight seminars given by an experienced grantwriter between late September and early November; practical work with local community organizations will complement the instruction. Applications to the program, titled “Effective Grantsmanship,” are due next Friday, Sept. 15. The CEO will hold an open information session about the program tonight, Sept. 7, from 6 to 7 p.m. in Room 200 of the Campus Center. 

“The program is a response to requests from students that we offer more concrete, skills-based workshops,” says Ellie Esmond, the CEO's training and program coordinator. “Our instructor, Margie DuBrow, conducted a similar program at Swarthmore last year, and she has tailored this one to our students' needs.” 

Much of the program will take place over Fall Break, Esmond says. Each student will be assigned to a local agency that works with Bryn Mawr students through the College's Community Partnership in Action program. Students will work with these agencies to complete a key part of a grant proposal. Esmond stresses that no student will be responsible for an entire grant proposal, but each will undertake a single component such as a needs statement, a background statement, or basic research. 

DuBrow, who will conduct the seminars and review students' work with partner agencies, is the principal consultant in Creative Management Strategies, Inc., a firm that specializes in community planning and building the institutional capacity of nonprofit organizations. For more than 20 years, she has conducted training programs and technical assistance in strategic planning, organizational management, and grantsmanship with staff across multiple sectors. She has successfully raised major grants to support healthy families, juvenile delinquency prevention, emergency response in the schools, and health and social services for older adults. 

Interested students can download an application at www.brynmawr.edu/ceo/
SGA Election Schedule 
The following is a schedule for the elected positions for the Bryn Mawr College Self Government Association, courtesy of SGA President Amanda Dougherty. Questions about these positions may be addressed to either of the Elections Co-Heads or any of the Elections Board members, who are listed below. 

September 2006 Positions: 
McBride Representative, Social Committee Head(s) , Emergency Election for Senior Class Songsmistress, Off-Campus Rep(s), Members-at-Large (6), Committee on Public Safety Rep(s), Honor Board Junior Position Emergency Election  
Friday September 22- Friday September 29: Nominations Period 

Monday October 2 (tentatively): Candidates' Information Session 

Thursday October 5 (for certain): Candidates' Forum 

Monday, 9am, October 9- Tuesday, 5pm, October 10: Voting Period 

October 2006 Positions: 
Freshman Class President(s), Haverford Rep 

Friday October 6, 5pm- Friday October 13, 5pm : Nominations Period 

January 2007 Position: 
Elections Co-Heads 

February 2007 Positions: 
SGA Executive Board (President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer Honor Board Head), Curriculum Committee Head(s) 

March 2007 Positions: 
Traditions Mistresses, Office of Intercultural Affairs Representative, Representative(s) to the Faculty, Residence Council Head(s), Appointments Committee (4), Honor Board (Freshman 2-year, 1 year, Sophomore 2-year, 2 Junior 1-years), Representative to the Office of Civic Engagement 

April 2007 Positions: 
Class Presidents (except Freshman), Board of Trustees Representative, Song Mistresses (except Freshman), Athletic Association Representative 

Elections Board: 

Elections Co-Heads: Patricia LeBron, plebron@brynmawr.edu , 

Amanda Dougherty , ajdoughe@brynmawr.edu 
Board Members: 

Laci Hutto, lhutto@brynmawr.edu 
Kernika Gupta, kgupta@brynmawr.edu 
Deepjyot Singh, dsingh@brynmawr.edu 
Selin Kori, skori@brynmawr.edu 
  

On Campus: Hepburn in the Library, Sounding the Shofar, County Fair 
Hepburn in the Library. In her 1985 Commencement Convocation address, Katharine Hepburn '28 recalled long hours spent in the Bryn Mawr Library. In honor of the launch of the Katharine Houghton Hepburn Center this weekend, the library staff has brought her – or at least her image – back. A small exhibition of photos of Hepburn and of her mother, Katharine Houghton Hepburn '99, is now on display in the foyer of Canaday library. The exhibit contains photos of Hepburn in a number of Broadway plays, as well as a Bryn Mawr yearbook that contains Hepburn's picture and some rare images of her performances in undergraduate theatrical productions. The exhibition is open during library hours. 

Shofar Away. The Bryn Mawr College Campus Hillel, weather permitting, will have its annual shofar blowing in front of the Bryn Mawr College Campus Center, Tuesday, September 12 (19 Elul), from 12:10 to 1:15 p.m. 

The shofar is a Jewish ritual instrument crafted from the horn of a ram. It is sounded every day except Shabbat during the Jewish month of Elul, the month before Rosh Ha-Shanah, the beginning of the Jewish New Year. Everybody is invited to stop, relax, play a shofar, or just listen. Anyone who has a shofar is encouraged to bring one. 

County Fair. On Wednesday, Sept. 23, President Nancy J. Vickers will host a Bryn Mawr College “County Fair” for all members of the campus community from noon to 3 p.m. on Merion Green. Lunch will be served from noon to 2 p.m., and members of the College community will staff carnival midway games that offer prizes to winners. Other attractions: a petting zoo, square dancing with a live band, a flea market and the first annual Bryn Mawr bake-off. 

Proceeds from the flea market will benefit the Staff Association and Professor of Chemistry Susan White's project to bring new textbooks to schools in the West African country of Togo. To donate items for sale, take them to Merion basement during business hours on Monday, Sept. 11, and Tuesday, Sept. 12. 

Bryn Mawr Dining Services' Willie Mae Taylor, Bob Hudoka, Mark Cugini and Dave Woodruff will judge the bake-off, which will have two categories: brownies and apple pie. Entries must be received at Wyndham on Wednesday, Sept. 13, by 10:30 a.m. 








