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Spoken Hand Brings the Beat to Bryn Mawr

The Spoken Hand Percussion Orchestra brings its powerful blend of Afro-Cuban, West African, Brazilian and Indian drumming to Bryn Mawr College's Goodhart Theater at 8 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 6.

A high-energy celebration of world music, Spoken Hand Percussion Orchestra unifies the beats and rhythms of North Indian tabla, Afro-Cuban bata, Brazilian samba and West African djembe music into one distinct and joyous sound — a symphonically textured fusion of traditional and contemporary drumming and vocals.

Two-time winner of Philadelphia City Paper's award for “Best World/Roots Music,” Spoken Hand has appeared at nearly every Philadelphia venue of note, including the Painted Bride Art Center, The Mann Center for the Arts, and the Welcome America Festival. The 12-member group is nationally recognized for its drumming and vocal collaborations with tabla master Zakir Hussain and hip-hop dance guru Rennie Harris and for its rousing performances at festivals, theaters, art centers and universities throughout the country.

Spoken Hand's "fabulous sonic textures … and sheer high energy shook the house," said the Philadelphia Inquirer.

The concert is free for Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore students, faculty and staff. For the general public, single tickets are $18; senior tickets $15; student tickets $10; children 12 and under $5. 

The performance by Spoken Hand is part of the College's 2006-07 Performing Arts Series. Subscription packages offer discounts, mix-and-match ticket flexibility and priority seating. For tickets and information, call the Office for the Arts at 610-526-5210. 

Siobhan Davies Company Brings Art and Science Together 

A leading British choreographer's conversations about human movement with an architect, a linguist, a landscape designer and a heart surgeon led to In Plain Clothes, a new work to be performed by Siobhan Davies Dance Company at Bryn Mawr on Saturday, Oct. 7, at 8 p.m. in Pembroke Dance Studio. The performance, to be accompanied by a talk by Professor of Chemistry Michelle Francl, will be the centerpiece of a series of campus events, including a master class for intermediate and advanced dance students and an open discussion of the relationship between science and art hosted by the College's Center for Science in Society.
The performance and surrounding events are free and open to the public, but space for the performance is limited and reservations are required. For more information or to reserve a ticket, call 610-526-5210.

The Siobhan Davies Dance Company is widely recognized as one of Britain's premier modern dance ensembles; among its many prestigious awards are four Digital Dance Awards, two Olivier Awards for Outstanding Achievement in Dance and the Prudential Award for the Arts. Davies, described by The Sunday Times of London as "one of our longest-serving and most distinguished choreographers," formed the company in 1988 after a 15-year association with the London Contemporary Dance Theater.

Seeking to establish a more intimate relationship with audiences and to engage dance in conversation with other arts and forms of knowledge, Davies has experimented with unconventional performance spaces and collaborated with practitioners of numerous other disciplines and professions, including the natural sciences. In 2005, she was one of a handful of artists asked to participate in the Cape Farewell voyage to the Arctic, an expedition designed to raise awareness of global climate change. This project culminated in the exhibit, The Ship: The Art of Climate Change, which was presented at London's Natural History Museum and as Cape Farewell: Art and Climate Change at this year's Liverpool Biennial.

Davies' interest in the exchange of ideas between dance and other disciplines is at the center of In Plain Clothes. Her collaborators participated in the creative process throughout its composition, attending rehearsals and speaking at London performances of the piece. Davies has said, "bringing their knowledge of essential structures (such as anatomy, language, engineering, architecture and landscaping) to the studio, they've given me, and my dancers, different objectives. Each brought a method of expression which has not been within our realm before."

In Plain Clothes presents a dance performance following a talk by a professional of another discipline — what Davies characterizes as a "hinged pair." The talk is not intended to explain the dance, but to provide an intellectual framework that inspires audiences to think differently about the performance that follows. At Bryn Mawr (and at two performances at the Painted Bride Art Center in Philadelphia), Francl, a quantum chemist who has had a lifelong interest in dance, will deliver the preperformance talks.

The Guardian describes In Plain Clothes as "intense and intelligent, meticulous and beautiful" and notes, "this is a lovely endeavour, but as a work that can only successfully tour to the smallest of studio spaces, it is also a rarefied luxury."

Master Class with Siobhan Davies Dance Company 
Pembroke Dance Studio, Tuesday, Oct. 3, 4-5:30 p.m.
Class is free and open to intermediate and advanced dancers. Dancers from the company will introduce Davies' methods of working with and generating movements. Reservations required for non Tri-Co students (call 610-525-5208).

Siobhan Davies/ Science and Art: A Public Conversation
Multicultural Center Living Room, Friday, Oct. 6 1:15 p.m. 
Free and open to all. 

Performance of In Plain Clothes
Pembroke Dance Studio, Saturday, Oct. 7, 8 p.m. 
Seating is very limited and reservations are required. For reservations, call 610-526-5210 

 Renovated Dalton Reopened and Reinvigorated
After a two-and-a-half year, $15.5 million restoration, historic Dalton Hall, Bryn Mawr's first building devoted to the sciences, has been reopened and reinvigorated. 

With 29 faculty offices and 11 instructional spaces, Dalton is now the home for academic departments in the social sciences; the Center for Social Sciences; and the Center for International Studies. 

In the years before the renovation, however, it was a place few wanted to call home. 

In a report done prior to the renovation, Dalton Hall was described as "subdivided, underused and obsolete." 

Facilities Services Director Glenn Smith put it even more bluntly. 

"There was a time when Dalton was the last place you wanted to have a class. It was dark, outdated and not very inviting. 

"We wanted to change that and create a space that was inviting and that reaches out to students," said Smith. 

The most obvious change to the building when viewed from the outside is the addition of a glass-enclosed rear exterior stairway. But a trip inside reveals that this was as complete a renovation as possible. 

Where dark, heavy timber and cast iron supports once made the space more reminiscent of an industrial-era factory than a campus building, there are now floating ceilings with recessed lighting complemented by exposed structural details painted in muted pastels. 

"Everything was gutted except for the outside shell and the trusses," said Assistant Director of Planning and Projects Chris Gluesing. "We wanted the final look of the interior to incorporate the industrial past of the building but to also have a modern, more open and airy feel." 

Perhaps the most impressive interior spaces are on the third floor. On one side is the largest classroom space on campus — a room with such advanced instructional technology that it has its own control room. On the other side is a spacious new anthropology lab. The elegantly arching trusses of the roof, which could be seen in early photos of the original chemistry lab but were hidden behind drop ceilings in the 1960s, are once again visible in both rooms. 

However impressive the changes to the interior are, though, none has quite the impact of the new glass-enclosed exterior staircase tower. 

The tower was designed to emulate the turrets seen throughout campus and combines traditional materials such as the slate floor with glass and brushed stainless steel to create a space like no other on campus. Each level of the tower has a seating area, and the upper levels provide some of the most breathtaking views found on campus. 

"The staircase obviously serves a very functional purpose but it also serves as a beacon," said Smith. "We're planning in the future to be able to connect Dalton to Guild Computing Center through the tower's lower level, and we tried to create a structure that synthesizes the traditional elements seen in Dalton and the technological future of the college that is so much a part of Guild." 

The renovation started in May 2004 with the removal of hazardous materials, which provided one of the few surprises during the project. 

"It was an unwanted surprise when we discovered the extent of the mercury that needed to be removed," said Gluesing. "Then we talked to alumnae from years ago and they told us about having mercury races on the wooden floors of the laboratories." 

Gluesing said one of the biggest challenges during the renovation was the maneuvering of materials on and off site while each section was worked on. 

"Temporary steel shoring and outside scaffolding had to be put in place and it was like a maze of steel," said Gluesing. 

Now that the project is complete, Smith and Gluesing said they couldn't be happier with the results. 

"This project is a great example of how we can preserve and honor Bryn Mawr's history and at the same bring new life and vitality to the campus," said Smith. 

Diversity Conversations Continue, Expand With New Meeting Times 

After a discussion of issues, goals and strategies for the coming year, the Office of Intercultural Affairs will continue its "Diversity Conversations" with a full schedule of topics for the fall semester (posted on the OIA's Web site). The first topic: "I Don't Look Like My Mom: Transracial Adoption and Identity," will explore a growing phenomenon that sheds an interesting light on American attitudes about race and family. For the first time this year, the OIA will offer two public conversations of each topic on the list — one to take place in the Multicultural Center on alternate Fridays at noon and a second, led by student Community Diversity Assistants, to take place in Rhoads Meeting Room on the following Mondays at 5:30 p.m.

"We want to broaden access to the OIA's resources and involve as many members of the community as we can in these conversations," says OIA Program Coordinator Vanessa Christman. "That's why we're offering the Monday-evening alternative. Some students simply can't make it to the Multicultural Center on Friday at noon — students at the Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research, for instance, usually work at their field placements on Fridays. And a nighttime meeting in a dormitory might be more convenient or feel more congenial to undergraduates who are unaccustomed to public discussion of issues that are often seen as sensitive."

"The OIA has a multipronged approach to addressing issues on campus," Christman explains, "and the Diversity Conversations are just one of many programs and services we offer. They are often a way to introduce members of the community to our work — and to each other."

Christman says that the OIA is always on the lookout for ways to respond to the campus community's needs and concerns: "We are constantly trying to increase the community's ownership of the topics — trying to find new ways of soliciting ideas for discussions." She hopes the Diversity Conversations will introduce topics that have not been discussed in a public forum on campus before.

"Another goal for this year," she says, "is to raise the question of what actions might follow the discussions."

Topics for the semester:

Friday, Sept. 29, and Monday, Oct. 2: I Don't Look Like My Mom: Trans-racial Adoption and Identity

Friday, Oct. 27, and Monday, Oct. 30: Labels Belong on Clothing: Issues of Transgender and Gender Norms and Diversity

Friday, Nov. 11, and Monday, Nov. 13: From Both Sides of the Tracks: Class, Privilege and Inter-class Relationships

Friday, Dec. 1, and Monday, Dec. 4: Beyond the Welsh Castle: Bryn Mawr, Its Architecture and Diversity

Friday, Dec. 15, and Monday, Dec. 18: Ad-Hoc Discussion: Current Diversity Topics

For more information or to suggest a topic, e-mail Christman at vchristm@brynmawr.edu.






