[image: image1.png]Bryn Mawr Now




October 26, 2006

    

Pulitzer Winner Richard Ford to Read From Long-Awaited New Novel 

Pulitzer Prize winner Richard Ford will read from his newest novel, The Lay of the Land, at Bryn Mawr on Friday, Nov. 3, at 7:30 p.m., in Thomas Great Hall. 

Free and open to the public, Ford's appearance is part of the College's yearlong Creative Writing Program Reading Series, which features award-winning poets, fiction and nonfiction writers and playwrights. For further information, contact the Office for the Arts at 610-526-5210. 

Ford's highly anticipated new novel The Lay of the Land continues the tale of protagonist Frank Bascombe, a character The New York Times Book Review said “has earned himself a place beside Willy Loman and Harry Angstrom in our literary landscape.” 

Ford introduced readers to Bascombe in The Sportswriter and continued his tale in Independence Day , the first book ever to receive both the Pulitzer Prize and the PEN/Faulkner Award. Like the previous novels in the series, The Lay of the Land takes place during three closely observed days of Bascombe's life. 

The Lay of the Land is described by Amazon.com as the “funniest, most engaging (and explosive) book Ford's written, and a major literary event.” 

In addition to the Bascombe series, Ford has published the novels A Piece of My Heart and The Ultimate Good Luck and Wildlife and the story collections Women with Men, Rock Springs and A Multitude of Sins. He has taught at Princeton University, Williams College and the University of Michigan. 

Bryn Mawr Senior Beverly Burgess Wins Research-Poster Competition

Beverly Burgess '07, a double major in biology and psychology, recently won first prize for most outstanding undergraduate poster at the Drexel University College of Medicine's Discovery Day, an annual event at which the results of biomedical research are presented. 

The competition was open to Drexel medical students, postdoctoral fellows, technicians and residents, as well as undergraduate and a high-school student researchers from schools across the country. Participants were judged on subject matter, professionalism and presentation, including their ability to field questions as well as the organization and effectiveness of the poster itself. About 205 posters were presented at this year's competition. 

Burgess presented research she undertook as a summer undergraduate research fellow at the medical college. During the 10-week program, she participated in a preliminary study designed to contribute to the understanding of sex differences in attention. The diagnosis of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder is made much more frequently for boys than for girls, Burgess explains, and the study used an animal model of attention to determine whether gender differences in attention exist and whether a drug commonly prescribed for ADHD affected male and female rats differently. The principal investigator for the study was Drexel College of Medicine Professor Barry Waterhouse; Burgess worked on the project with Research Assistant Professor Jed Shumsky. 

Burgess worked with a population of 12 water-restricted rats, six male and six female, who learned to associate pressing a lever with receiving a water reward. Each rat was placed in a chamber which had two levers and a stimulus light on one wall; water was dispensed on the opposite wall. Once the rats had learned to associate the water reward with depressing either level, Burgess says, “We switched the rules on them.” 

If the stimulus light was randomly lit during a 15-second interval, pressing one lever resulted in the water reward. If it wasn't lit, the other lever yielded the water. During the first phase of the experiment, the light was illuminated for a full second. For a second, more difficult trial, it was lit for only 15 milliseconds. This duration, Burgess explains, is just above the threshold of detection – so rats who were not paying attention would likely miss the cue. The rats' acquisition rate and performance on these tasks was captured and a score was generated for each animal. 

In the first phase of the experiment, the female rats learned the task more quickly and performed it better, Burgess reports. In the second phase, which was shortened by an outbreak of virus among the test animals, no clear sex differences emerged. When administered methylphenidate, commercially known as Ritalin, the rats' performance uniformly improved, with no pattern of difference between male and female rats. Overall, Burgess says, the results confirm that gender differences in attention exist and suggest that these differences lie outside of the monoaminergic system, on which methylphenidate acts. 

“It was a preliminary study, and we had hoped to spend more time on the second phase,” Burgess says. The experiment will probably be repeated with a larger population of test animals. 

Burgess found the project both challenging and rewarding. “I had a great time working with a very collaborative group of graduate students and PhDs on this project," Burgess says. “ It feels great to know that I have done a good job of representing Bryn Mawr at this event.” 

A McBride Scholar who plans a career in medicine, Burgess performed with a ballet company and worked for a management-consulting firm before coming to Bryn Mawr. She applied to the competitive summer internship program at Drexel to get a taste of biomedical research to help her to decide whether she would like to incorporate research into her medical career. This year, she will be working under the supervision of Associate Professor of Psychology Anjali Thapar on senior-thesis research dealing with the effects of aging on memory. 

Former Clinton-Gore Adviser Elaine Kamark '72 To Speak On Upcoming Election 

Elaine Kamarck '72, who was a prominent figure in the Clinton-Gore administration and is now a lecturer in public policy at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, will give a talk on the upcoming election at 8 p.m. on Nov. 2 in Dalton 103. Titled “The 2006 Election: Plate Tectonics and Lightning Strikes in American Politics,” the lecture is one of a series on the 2006 elections sponsored the Social Science Center of Bryn Mawr College. 

Kamarck joined the faculty of the Kennedy School in 1997 after a career in politics and government. In the 1980s, she was one of the founders of the New Democrat movement that helped elect Bill Clinton president. She served in the White House from 1993 to 1997, where she created and managed the Clinton Administration's National Performance Review, also known as “reinventing government.” 

At the Kennedy School, she served as Director of Visions of Governance for the Twenty-First Century and as faculty adviser to the Innovations in American Government Awards Program. In 2000, she took a leave of absence to work as senior policy adviser to the Gore campaign. She conducts research and has published widely on 21st-century government, the role of the Internet in political campaigns, homeland defense, intelligence reorganization, and governmental reform and innovation. 

Kamarck received her Ph.D. in political science from the University of California, Berkeley. She is the author of The End of Government As We Know It: Policy Implementation in the 21st Century, published by Lynne Rienner Publishing this fall.

Evan, Parks to Read at Kelly Writers House 

Two members of the Bryn Mawr staff – Assistant Dean Raima Evan and Alumnae Bulletin Associate Editor Robin Parks – will read from their fiction at the University of Pennsylvania's Kelly Writers House on Monday, Oct. 30, at 7 p.m., as part of “Live at Writers House,” a monthly radio program hosted by WXPN Radio's Michaela Majoun. The public is invited to the taping; audience members should arrive by 6:45 p.m. 

The program being taped on Monday features writers whose work has appeared in the literary/arts journal Philadelphia Stories. It will be broadcast on WXPN the following Monday, Nov. 6, at 8 p.m. 

Parks' fiction has appeared in Bellingham Review , Prism International , The Raven Chronicles and other journals, and has won the Raymond Carver Short Story Award. Parks has an M.F.A. from Fairleigh Dickinson University, where she was the Presidential Fellow in Creative Writing. 

Evan, who holds a Ph.D. in English literature from the University of Pennsylvania, writes drama as well as fiction. Her one-act play, "Goodnight Firefly Ravine," was produced at Actors Theater of Louisville and published in Dramatics Magazine. 

CMS to Play Mozart, Stravinsky, Copeland 

The Chamber Music Society at Bryn Mawr College will present a varied program in Goodhart Music Room on Saturday, Oct. 28, at 8 p.m. The ensemble features seven members of the College community along with seven guest artists. The concert is free and open to the public; light refreshments will be served. 

The Program: 

Serenade No. 11 in E-flat Major (KV 375) by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

· Karen Greif and Alexa Robertson, oboes 

· Frank Mallory and Robert Stanley, clarinets 

· Charlotte Reckner and Rachel Braddick, horns 

· Neal Williams and Lorraine Jewett, bassoons

 

Quiet City (1939) by Aaron Copland 

· Karen Greif, English horn 

· Paul Burgmayer, trumpet 

· Sharon Burgmayer, piano 

  

Suite from L'Histoire du Soldat (1919) by Igor Stravinsky 

· Geoffrey Michaels, violin

· Frank Mallory, clarinet 

· Janet Ahlquist, piano

  

Divertimento for String Trio (KV 563) by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

· Geoffrey Michaels, violin 

· Alison Avery, viola 

· Paul Melvin, cello 

On Campus: Frederica de Laguna Lab Dedication, Student Ensembles Perform at Haverford, Halloween Parties, Folk Saints of Spanish America
Frederica de Laguna Lab Dedication. The Frederica de Laguna Laboratory of Anthropology in the newly renovated Dalton Hall will be dedicated this Saturday, Oct. 28. The program begins at noon with lunch in Erdman Hall and culminates with a reception from 5 to 7 p.m. in the laboratory, Dalton 312-315. The program will feature remarks by the legendary scholar's colleagues and students as well as a screening of Reunion Under Mount Saint Elias, the 1997 documentary about her return to the remote Alaskan village of Yakatut at the invitation of the Tlingit people whose culture she had studied and documented exhaustively in her groundbreaking three-volume work Under Mount Saint Elias: The History and Culture of the Yakutat Tlingit. 

Student Ensembles Perform at Haverford. Haverford's Family and Friends Weekend Concert will take place on Saturday, Oct. 28, at 8:30 p.m. in Roberts Hall, Marshall Auditorium. This annual event features student ensembles including the Bi-College Orchestra, Chamber Singers and Chamber Music Ensembles along with the student a cappella groups Chaverim, Outskirts, Looney Tunes, Humtones, Oxford Blues and S'Chords. The performance is free and open to the public. 

Haunted Hackers at Guild. A free USB drive will be awarded to the first 20 guests who show up in costume at the annual Information Services Halloween party on Tuesday, Oct. 31, from 3 to 5 p.m. in the lower level of Guild Computing Center. The IS staff promises “spooky decorations and classic Halloween treats” as well as special games for children, who are encouraged to drop by before trick-or-treating in the residence halls (see below). IS staff will also offer demonstrations of popular social networking sites and Google Earth, as well as tips about viewing e-mail, Meeting Maker and Novell files from home. 

Trick or Treating in the Dorms. On Tuesday, Oct. 31, from 4:30to 6 p.m. , the undergraduate Residence Council will sponsor trick-or-treating in the residence halls. All faculty, staff, students and friends are invited to bring their children to trick-or-treat in Denbigh, Haffner, Merion, Pembroke East, Pembroke West, Radnor, Rockefeller, and Rhoads North and South. Those wishing to trick-or-treat in a group should gather at the Campus Center plaza at 4:30 p.m. After the trick-or-treating, there will be a Halloween party in Thomas Great Hall from 6 to 7 p.m., featuring games, crafts, music and light refreshments. To make a reservation, visit http://www.brynmawr.edu/residentiallife/resco/events.shtml or call the Residential Life office at x7331. 

Folk Saints of Spanish America. Frank Graziano, the John D. MacArthur Professor of Hispanic Studies at Connecticut College, will present “Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish America” on Wednesday, Nov. 1, from 4:30 to 6 p.m. in Thomas 224. Sponsored by the Department of Spanish along with the Class of 1902 Lecture Fund and the Center for Visual Culture, the lecture, like Graziano's forthcoming book of the same name, deals with figures who are popularly regarded as miraculous but are not officially recognized as saints by the Catholic Church. His book is the first overview in any language of this important phenomenon. For more information, see http://www.culturesofdevotion.com/ 
  







