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Bryn Mawr Wins Major Federal Grant to Expand 
Advanced Study of Eurasian Languages and Cultures
Under the auspices of the federal government's National Security Education Program, the Bryn Mawr Program in Russian and Second Language Acquisition (SLA) will serve as lead institution in a consortium of colleges and universities in the expansion of the National Flagship Language Program in Russian, part of a new federal initiative to strengthen the teaching of languages and world cultures in the United States. Professor Dan Davidson serves as project director, working with colleagues in language and SLA at Bryn Mawr, the University of Maryland/College Park, Middlebury College, UCLA, and the American Council of Teachers of Russian in Washington. International partners in the project include St. Petersburg University (Russia) and, beginning in 2007, the Persian and Tajik faculties at Tajik National University in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. The current stateside Russian consortium and the overseas Russian and Persian programs are funded by an annual grant of about $860,000 for the 2006-07 academic year. 

"Advanced language and cultural competencies are essential for gaining the strategic perspective and deep understanding of global and cross-cultural communities necessary for living and working in the global economy. This is what is meant by national security in the broadest sense," Davidson says. "If we only know and understand a single cultural perspective, our ability to interact globally is impaired, whether that be the ability to research markets, engage in scholarly exchange, cope with public health crises, or resolve international conflicts.” 

The overseas component of Bryn Mawr's NFLP in Russian has been operating since the fall of 2004 at the University of St. Petersburg in Russia, with a curriculum researched and designed by Davidson and other Bryn Mawr experts in second-language acquisition. It entails a year of fully funded study for eligible advanced students of Russian, with training tailored to the specific needs of their chosen professions. They emerge from the program with the ability to engage in all the complexities of professional discourse in Russian — to present a paper at a professional conference, chair a panel, negotiate an agreement, or uphold a position in a foreign media broadcast, Davidson offers as some typical examples — some, admittedly, stressful situations. 

The new, stateside expansion of the program, now being implemented at Bryn Mawr, Middlebury College, the University of California, Los Angeles and the University of Maryland, College Park, is intended to be a "feeder" program for the postgraduate St. Petersburg program, Davidson noted. The consortium also includes the American Council of Teachers of Russian, of which Davidson is the president; ACTR administers the overseas Flagship Programs and has cooperated with Bryn Mawr in study-abroad programs for decades. Flagship Consortium members are widely viewed as some of the most successful programs in the nation at developing Russian-language skills in their students. While all members of the consortium are well known in the U. S. for the strength of their programs, Bryn Mawr is the only one of the group that offers the Ph.D. in Russian and SLA, a strength noted by the funder in awarding the Flagship grant to Bryn Mawr. 

The domestic Flagship program is especially aimed at advanced students who have returned from immersion programs abroad, Davidson says. "We discovered that students who returned from a summer or a semester in Russia tended not to develop their language proficiency any further," he explains. "Just maintaining the skill level they reach is a challenge; sometimes their skills actually decline. Our goal is to reverse that trend." 

The curricula now being piloted at Bryn Mawr and other consortium institutions includes intensive small-group classes, frequent individual tutoring sessions, lectures and discussion of Russian culture, and directed study according to each students' individual interests. Students are tested regularly for proficiency and language growth, and results of the testing are shared among member institutions. 

The Flagship Consortium hopes to double the annual applicant pool for the Russian Flagship Program in St. Petersburg. The rigorously tested curricular models developed through the program will also be disseminated nationwide, with the goal of raising the general level of Russian instruction throughout the United States. 

Meanwhile, the early success of the NSEP's flagship programs in Russian, Arabic, Chinese and Korean is leading the way to the development of similar programs in other languages. Bryn Mawr and the American Councils for International Education, of which the ACTR is a division, have a longstanding administrative structure for recruiting and training students for study abroad in Eurasian languages. The NSEP is now taking advantage of that structure to develop flagship programs in these languages — including Russian as well as the Turkic languages of Central Asia and Tajik, which is part of the Persian family of languages. Most of the adult populations of the former Soviet states are bilingual in Russian and the local language of the region. 

Program and infrastructure development are underway for the newest of these programs, a National Flagship Program in Persian to be conducted at the newly established Center for Eastern Languages Center at Tajik National University in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, which provides an immersion setting in an area that is increasingly critical to U.S. interests. 

Tajik, Davidson explains, is one of three principle forms of Persian, "and although Tajik is distinguished by its use of Cyrillic script, communication is mutually intelligible between Iranians, Tajiks and Persian-speaking Afghans. Modern-day Tajikistan was part of the Persian Empire for most of its 4,000-year history, until Russia began to extend its influence across Central Asia in the mid-19th century. Today, the literature, language and culture of ancient Persia remain a central component of Tajik higher education." 

Chorale Visits Bright Hope Baptist Church

About half of the 160 students, faculty and community singers of the Bryn Mawr-Haverford Chorale rose early on a Sunday morning in November to board the R5 commuter train to North Philadelphia. They had been invited to sing at one of Philadelphia's leading black churches, the 7,000-member Bright Hope Baptist, just a few blocks from Temple University's main campus.

The Chorale is so large a choir that it doesn't often go on the road, but this semester was an exception. Under the direction of Associate Professor of Music Thomas Lloyd, the choir is preparing for a performance of selections from Duke Ellington's groundbreaking Sacred Concerts, on Sunday, Dec. 10, in Haverford's Marshall Auditorium at 3 p.m. (see related story). The singers will be accompanied by a professional big band assembled by bassist Tryone Brown, including trumpeter Cecil Bridgewater. They had also recently been inspired by a master class for student soloists and an appearance in the full choir's rehearsal by DeVonne Gardner, a Philadelphia native and one of the original lead soloists when Ellington toured the world with his Sacred Concerts in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

In her sessions with the students, Gardner had lamented the fact that Ellington's Sacred Concerts, representing the first major effort to bring American jazz into the sanctuary, had struggled to find acceptance in both the church and the concert hall in spite of, or perhaps because of, its great originality. Ellington drew on a lifetime of churchgoing, attending both the Baptist Church of his mother's family and the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church of his father. Inspired late in his life by the death of his close collaborator Billy Strayhorn, Ellington turned out music of striking range and depth, often to his own words.

The texts he composed were not in the typical "holy" language of the church, but in more the colloquial language he would use with his fellow musicians. "Every man prays in his own language, and there is no language that God does not understand" was the text for one of his final compositions. But the association of jazz with the night club, considered a loose moral environment by many churchgoers, made churches reluctant to include this music in their worship.

On this occasion, the Chorale was part of Bright Hope's monthly "Collegiate Sunday," when area college choirs (though usually much smaller than this one) are invited to perform. The group sang an unaccompanied setting of the Lord's Prayer from the third and final Sacred Concert and a rousing gospel-inflected setting of the text "Will you be there? / Ain't but the One," with Haverford senior John Bower as the "preaching" tenor soloist. The congregation listened intently and greeted both selections with enthusiastic applause and "amens."

For many of the students, this was their first visit to a black church, and they were treated to a rousing post-election sermon by senior pastor and former nine-term Democratic congressman Rev. Dr. William Gray III, whose father and grandfather had been pastors at Bright Hope before him. Gray sounded forth on the dangers of hypocrisy and the need for forgiveness. Bryn Mawr student Beth Curtiss '10 said later, "As a non-Christian I was a little nervous going into the [service] … I felt really comfortable with the broader concepts that the pastor talked about in the sermon. I think people of all faiths and no faith can agree that we humans are not the most important force in the universe and that we have a responsibility to be true to ourselves, to try to do as much good as we can in whatever way we can, and to be humble towards the grandeur of God or the universe or whatever we want to call it."

After the sermon and the traditional altar call, where many in the congregation came forward to pray more intently together for special needs, Gray leaned over to director Lloyd and asked "Have you got one more?" Knowing that soprano DeVonne Gardner was in the congregation that morning, Lloyd furtively hustled out into the pews to find Gardner while people were returning to their seats and the church pianist played on. "Pastor Gray wants one more – would you be up for singing 'Come Sunday' with us?" he asked.

"Always the epitome of graciousness, and eager for any chance to share this music which is so close to her heart, Gardner obliged, much to the delight and surprise of the choir, which had only one chance to rehearse this particular arrangement two weeks before," Lloyd says. The choir made its way to the center from the choir stalls and Gardner found the microphone as the congregation settled in. As she sang the words "Lord, dear Lord above, God of mercy, God of love, please look down and see my people through," Lloyd noticed that members of the congregation close their eyes and sank into deep meditation.

As the service ended, the choir was escorted to the church's youth center, where they were served a home-cooked fried chicken dinner, with, as Lloyd notes, "smiles all around at their good fortune to have been received so warmly by a vibrant community with a rich history and love of music."

— as reported by Chorale Director Thomas Lloyd 

  

Video From Hepburn Launch Gala Available

At the gala celebration of the launch of the Katharine Houghton Hepburn Center at the Kimmel Center in September, videographers recorded the awards ceremony at which Lauren Bacall and Blythe Danner received the first Katharine Hepburn Medals. Excerpts from the ceremony, including the remarks of six Bryn Mawr undergraduates and Mistress of Ceremonies Cynthia McFadden, are now available for download. Also available is an abridged version of the video tribute to Katharine Hepburn that was screened at the gala. The clips are available on the Hepburn Center Web site at http://www.brynmawr.edu/hepburn/video.php
Bi-College Music Ensembles Perform This Month

As the holiday season approaches, the Bryn Mawr-Haverford student music ensembles offer performances of both choral and instrumental music. A brief overview:

On Sunday, Dec. 10, at 3 p.m. in Marshall Auditorium at Haverford, the Bi-College Chorale will present selections from Duke Ellington's Sacred Concerts with the Tyrone Brown Big Band. Guest artist DeVonne Gardner, who was one of the original performers of the music when it was first presented to the public in the 1960s and 70s, will perform as a soloist alongside student soloists whom she has coached: John Bower HC '07, Julie Eubank HC '08, Hilary Leichter HC '07, Bethany Morrow HC '08, Natalee Smith BMC '08, John Washington HC '10, and tap dancers Marcelina Chavira BMC '07, Sebastian Moore HC '09 and Maeve O'Hara BMC '08. The chorale, led by Haverford Associate Professor of Music Tom Lloyd, has about 160 members, drawn from the student bodies, faculties and staff of Haverford and Bryn Mawr Colleges as well as the surrounding community. 

On Thursday, Dec. 14, at 8 p.m. in Founders Great Hall at Haverford, the Bi-College Chamber Singers, a choir of 30 student voices also led by Lloyd, will present "A Kwanzaa Holiday Celebration," a selection of music it will perform during its upcoming January tour of Ghana. The songs illustrate the seven principles of the African-American holiday of Kwaanza. The program, which celebrates music of Africa and the African Diaspora, includes pieces by Duke Ellington, Ghanaian composer Walter K. Blege, Venezuelan composer Alberto Grau, as well as traditional African-American songs and carols.

Student chamber-music ensembles, directed by Haverford Assistant Professor of Music Heidi Jacob, will perform two concerts at Bryn Mawr and one at Haverford over the course of the next two weeks:

Wednesday, Dec. 13, at 7:30 p.m. in Bryn Mawr's Goodhart Music Room, works by Richard Brodhead, Cynthia Folio Barber, Dmitri Shostakovich and Johannes Brahms. 

On Monday, Dec. 18, at 7:30 p.m. in Haverford's Roberts Hall, Marshall Auditorium, works by Franz Doppler, Ludwig von Beethoven, Maurice Ravel, Antonio Vivaldi and Johann Gottlieb Graun. 

Tuesday, Dec. 19, at 7:30 p.m. in Goodhart Music Room, works by Robert Schumann, Erwin Schulhoff, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Heitor Villa Lobos, Franz Schubert and Pyotr Ilych Tchaikovsky.

All performances are free and open to the public. For more information, e-mail nmerriam@haverford.edu or call (610) 896-1011.

Combined Workplace Giving Campaign Raises 
More than $17,500 for Local Organizations 

Community organizations and agencies that serve the population and environment of the Delaware Valley will get a boost from Bryn Mawr faculty and staff members next year, thanks to their donations to the 2006-07 Combined Workplace Giving Campaign. The final tally of gifts reached totaled $17,512.18, and the funds will be distributed as follows:

AIDS Fund: $527
Bread and Roses: $2,840
Environmental Fund: $1,295
United Way: $11,080.08
Womens Way: $1,770.10

Although the Campaign fell just short of its ambitious $20,000 goal, the Campaign Committee was happy with the amount raised, about 88 percent of the goal. This year's donation total of $17,512.18 surpassed those of all previous years except last year, when giving partners also set aside funds for Hurricane Katrina relief and the campaign raised $20,001. Gifts in 2003-04 totaled $14,263; the 2004-05 total was $15,990.

"There was a little peak last year that was probably associated with Katrina giving," said committee member Tracy Youells, "but the general trend in campaign gifts seems to be up. The faculty and staff of Bryn Mawr continue to be committed to making the world a better place for all of us. And we're already looking forward to what can be accomplished in next year's campaign."

All donors to the campaign are automatically entered into a drawing for $25 Strawbridge gift cards. Four gift cards are awarded to first-time donors, and four gift cards are awarded to donors who have given in previous years. This year's winners will receive their gift cards in campus mail. 

First Time Donors:

Nadina Gheorghiu, Physics Department 
Shana Fountain, Dining Services
Mira Baric, Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research 
Bayh Sullivan, Undergraduate Admissions Office

Previous Donors:

Joann O'Doherty, Dean's Office
Nancy McCool, Registrar's Office
Marge Pyle, President's Office
Jane Hedley, English Department 

  

Lighted Fools Celebrate 15th Anniversary 
With Saturday Show at Haverford 

Lighted Fools, a Bryn Mawr and Haverford student comedy troupe that performs improvisational and original sketch comedy, will celebrate its 15th anniversary this month with a special performance on Saturday, Dec. 9, in Haverford's Stokes Auditorium at 8 p.m.

The show, titled "Best of Lighted Fools," will feature sketches written by alumni for shows past, sketches written by current Fools, and a special improv segment. Bryn Mawr and Haverford alumni of the troupe will be traveling back for the show, and it is open and free to all students. The cast includes Caitlin Caven, HC '08; Lauren Dubowski, BMC '08; Matt Klinman, HC '08; David Little, HC '07; Jack Meaney, HC '09; Jesse Paulsen, HC '09; and Laura Zoltan, HC '07. 

  







