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Young Alumna Honored for Work with Katrina Survivors

"Survivors of Hurricane Katrina are afraid that the rest of the country will forget about them," says relief worker and community organizer Akudo Ejelonu '05. "There is still so much to be done." After a year of full-time service to Katrina survivors, Ejelonu has returned to Philadelphia with an impressive laurel: Emory University's Rollins School of Public Health and Roberto C. Goizueta Business School recognized her efforts with a Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Service Award.

Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin joined the university in saluting the recipients of the King awards, which were presented in a ceremony in Atlanta on Jan. 18. Ejelonu was honored for her work among the thousands of hurricane survivors who were displaced to Atlanta.

Ejelonu spent several months of early 2006 in New Orleans and Biloxi, Miss., doing debris removal and building projects, as well as helping people find resources. After training as a community organizer in the Center for Third World Organizing's Movement Activist Apprenticeship Program, Ejelonu went to work for Saving Our Selves After Katrina, a coalition of organizations and individuals dedicated not only to rebuilding and repairing coastal areas affected by the storm, but also to addressing the long-term issues of inequality that Katrina and Rita revealed. In Atlanta, she began by identifying families that had been displaced by the storm and interviewing them about their experiences.

"There was no database of people who were displaced and where they went," Ejelonu explains. "But people tend to know where other individuals from their communities live in a given city, so the best way to find hurricane survivors is to ask other survivors."

Ejelonu worked with about 100 families, helping them find services, aid and loans to restart their lives.

"Displaced people face so many challenges," she says. "They face discrimination when employers learn that they are 'from New Orleans'; they may be stereotyped as looters, or employers may be reluctant to hire them because they're afraid they are transient. And a lot of people would like to return to their homes. They have a right to, under international law, but that right isn't meaningful when they have no access to affordable housing or employment there. And a lot of neighborhoods still haven't been cleaned up, so there are environmental hazards preventing them from going home.

"There are also a lot of mental-health issues among survivors – post-traumatic stress disorder and depression aren't uncommon. It's easier to rebuild a house than to rebuild a spirit."

Ejelonu also organized gatherings of displaced people. "Because food and music are so important to the culture of New Orleans, we hosted events that featured New Orleans cuisine and music. The idea was to foster communication, information exchange and ultimately political action," she says.

"The organizing model we used, called community circles, operates on the premise that people within a given community are best equipped to identify that community's needs and solve its problems," she continues. "Through these meetings, we identified leaders and provided training and resources so that members of these communities will be able to fight for a place at the table when resources are allocated. Too many decisions about how federal money will be spent are being made without consulting the people who are most affected." 

Economist Julianne Malveaux Headlines Black History Month

Economist and pundit Julianne Malveaux will highlight Bryn Mawr's observance of Black History Month with a keynote address titled "The Unfinished Business of Economic Justice" on Thursday, Feb. 15, at 7:30 p.m. in Thomas Great Hall. Inspired by the keynote speaker's work, Sisterhood organizers have chosen the theme "Black Women and the Economy" for this year's celebration.

An MIT-trained economist described by Cornel West as "the most iconoclastic public intellectual in the country," Malveaux is the editor of Voices of Vision: African American Women on the Issues (1996); the co-editor of Slipping Through the Cracks: The Status of Black Women (1986) and the co-editor of The Paradox of Loyalty: An African American Response to the War on Terrorism (2002). Her wriiting appears regularly in USA Today, Diverse Issues in Higher Education, Ms. magazine, Essence magazine and the Progressive. Her weekly syndicated column appears in numerous newspapers across the country including the Los Angeles Times, The Charlotte Observer, The New Orleans Tribune, the Detroit Free Press and The San Francisco Examiner.

Malveaux serves on the boards of the Economic Policy Institute, Women Building for the Future — Future PAC, The Recreation Wish List Committee of Washington, D.C. and the Liberian Education Trust.

Also on the schedule for the month:

Saturday, Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m. in Thomas Great Hall: BACaSO (Bryn Mawr African and Caribbean Students Organization) Culture Show.

Tuesday, Feb. 6, 9 p.m. in Perry House: Black History Month kickoff tea, featuring information about black women who have had an impact on the economy.

Thursday, Feb. 8: BMC Dining Services' Black History Month Dinner. Dining Services staffers in each dining hall contribute their own traditional recipes and decorate the dining halls.

Sunday, Feb. 11, 11a.m.-12:30 p.m., Thomas 110: Black Alumnae career panel, sponsored by the Alumnae Association, BACaSO, Sisterhood, Intercultural Affairs and the Career Development Office. Panelists are Beth Floyd '99, a postdoctoral research fellow at the Mayo Clinic, Minneapolis; Leslie Knotts '00, a vice president at Morgan Stanley, Global Wealth Management, New York; Nicole Samson Moore '91, principal of the Indian Mills School, New Jersey; and Georgette Chapman Phillips '81, the David B. Ford Professor of Real Estate at the Wharton School of Business and professor of law at the University of Pennsylvania Law School. Associate Chief Information Officer Florence Goff will moderate.

Saturday, Feb. 17, 5 p.m., Rhoads Dining Hall: Tri-College Black Love Formal. This year, Bryn Mawr hosts the annual event at which students from Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore gather to discuss their achievements and goals and celebrate. Music by Like Minds. 

Historian to Discuss Findings of Brown University's Steering Committee on Slavery and Justice 

In 2003, in the context of a campus debate about reparations for the descendants of slaves, President Ruth Simmons of Brown University created a committee to investigate the university's relationship to slavery and the transatlantic slave trade. On Sunday, Feb. 4, Bryn Mawr President Nancy J. Vickers and the Brown Club of Philadelphia will sponsor a public address by the chair of that committee, which issued its report in 2006. Brown Associate Professor of American Civilization and Africana Studies and History James T. Campbell will offer "A Long Time Ago: Reflections on Brown University's Steering Committee on Slavery and Justice," in Thomas Great Hall at 2 p.m. The address is free and open to the public; a reception will follow.

The Brown committee's charge was not only to investigate the university's history, but also to help the community grapple with the "complex historical, political, legal and moral questions posed by any present-day confrontation with past injustice." With the aid of Brown faculty members and student researchers, the committee collected a great deal of information, some of it surprising to New Englanders unaware of the region's intimate connection with the slave trade. It sponsored more than 30 public events, including lectures, forums, film screenings and two international conferences exploring the experiences of other societies and institutions that have addressed legacies of historical injustice.

At the lecture, Campbell will discuss the committee's findings and entertain questions, comments, criticisms and suggestions about its work. The final report and other materials are available at www.brown.edu/slaveryjustice.

Campbell is the author of Songs of Zion: The African Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States and South Africa, which was awarded the Organization of American Historians' Frederick Jackson Turner Prize and the Carl Sandburg Literary Award for Non-Fiction. He is currently working on two books, a study of African American travelers in Africa and a history of the "Americanization" of South Africa. He is also co-editing, with his Brown colleague Robert Lee and Matthew Guterl of Indiana University, an anthology entitled Race, Nation and Empire in American History, forthcoming from the University of North Carolina Press. 

Body Image Awareness Month Offers Film, "Genes" Drive, Art-Therapy Workshop

During February, Bryn Mawr's Body Image Council (BIC) will promote a healthy body image among members of the campus community with Eating Disorders Awareness Month. BIC will join a nationwide "Be Comfortable in Your Genes" campaign, sponsor several screenings of a short film in intimate settings and, for the first time, offer body-image art therapy with a licensed therapist.

BIC coordinator Laura Severance '07 says that the council aims to "promote acceptance and let people know that they don't have to buy into a conventional ideal of beauty." The "Be Comfortable in Your Genes" campaign is a clothing drive — community members are encouraged to divest themselves of jeans that no longer fit.

"Everybody has that pair of 'skinny jeans' in the back of the closet," Severance says. "They may be jeans that you wore when you were 12 years old, before you matured into an adult shape. The pun on 'genes' calls attention to the fact that body weight is to a large degree genetically determined. Instead of punishing yourself to try to fit back into those old jeans, give them to somebody who can use them." A box in the Campus Center will be the drop-off point for donations.

The Famine Within, a short documentary focusing on eating disorders, will be screened in four dorm living rooms over the course of next week. BIC members will host discussions after each screening. Show times and locations:

· Monday, Feb. 5, at 8 p.m. in Rockefeller 

· Tuesday, Feb. 6, at 8 p.m. in Erdman 

· Wednesday, Feb. 7, at 8 p.m. in Pem East 

· Thursday, Feb. 8, at 8 p.m. in Haffner

On Monday, Feb. 12, the Quita Woodward Room will be the site of a workshop at which participants will explore body-image issues through art. The event will be led by Nancy Lubow, a licensed art therapist and the director of Troubadors Inc., a company that offers a music-centered expressive arts approach to training mental health professionals in the nonverbal languages of music, movement and the visual arts. 

On Campus: Religious Diversity, One Book Program, Live Stats

Religion on Campus Week. Quakers, Muslims, Jews, Pagans, Buddhists, Sikhs and Christians of many stripes are among those expected to participate in Religion on Campus Week, Feb. 4-11. A kickoff "spirituali-tea" in the Campus Center at 1 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 4, opens a series of events, some hosted by campus religious organizations and some interfaith events organized by Intercultural Affairs student assistants Mariah Pepper '09 and Tamara Tomasic '08. Among the highlights of the week are presentations on women's rights and Islam, a performance titled "It's All Good in the Hood: The Hijabi Monologues," an interfaith workshop on sexuality, an interfaith prayer workshop, a film, a discussion of religion and food practices, and a Friday Diversity Conversation focusing on the diversity of Christianity represented at Bryn Mawr. For a complete schedule, see the Intercultural Affairs Web site.

One Book, One Bryn Mawr. The Women's Center and the Program in Gender and Sexuality hope to spark a campus-wide conversation with a "One Book, One Bryn Mawr" campaign that began Jan. 22 and will continue until Feb. 22. All members of the community are invited to read Eros: A Journey of Multiple Loves by Serena Anderlini-D'Onofrio, a proefessor of humanities at the University of Puerto Rico and a leading bisexual advocate of polyamory, or consensual nonmonogamy. Two discussions are planned: one for Wednesday, Feb. 7, and one for Wednesday, Feb.14, both from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Haffner Dining Hall. On Wednesday, Feb. 21, Anderlini-D'Onofrio will give a talk titled "Taboo Relationships and Erotic Learning" at 7:30 p.m. in the Quita Woodward Room; a discussion and book-signing will follow. Eros: A Journey of Multiple Loves is available in the Bryn Mawr College Bookshop.

Live Stats. Can't make it to the game but want to keep up with the action? The Bryn Mawr Athletics Department offers live online statistics. Before each game, a link to the live stats for both home and away games (hosted on Bryn Mawr's site for home games and by opposing teams' sites for away games), will be posted prominently at http://www.brynmawr.edu/athletics/. Sports Information Director and Compliance Officer Jacob Mullins says he hopes to stay ahead of the technological curve and is looking into the possibility of streaming video of games, with a target goal of the end of the 2007-08 academic year. 

  







