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Bryn Mawr Grad Smokes Up the Screen 
in Mad Men, TV's Hottest Summer Drama

Perhaps Maggie Siff '96 should consider investing in a television. She didn't bother to buy one when she made a temporary move from New York to Los Angeles last spring, and now she's in danger of missing the hottest new drama series of the summer season, AMC's Mad Men. Of course, Siff is a few steps ahead of the audiences and critics who have embraced the show — she learns all the plot twists weeks in advance of the Thursday-night broadcasts when she reads through the scripts to find her lines.

Siff plays Rachel Menken in Mad Men, a historical drama that follows the lives of Madison Avenue advertising executives at the smoke-filled, boozy cusp of the 1960s. Created by Sopranos veteran Matthew Weiner, the show has earned critical raves for its lush visual appeal, its meticulous attention to the period's material culture, its witty and provocative writing, and the performances of actors like Siff.

Although she has appeared in a few films and several episodes of television shows that were filmed in New York, the bulk of Siff's previous work has been on the stage, first in Philadelphia and then in New York. But she knew from her first reading of a Mad Men screenplay that this project merited a significant commitment of time and energy.

"I loved the material, and I have so much respect for Mad Men's creative team," Siff says. "From the very first, I had a gut feeling that this role was mine. Part of it is how much I love my character. I consider it my job as an actor to find a way to love all the characters I play, even those who are unattractive and hard to love. But with Rachel, it's easy."

Siff's Rachel is a client of Mad Men's Sterling Cooper Advertising Agency who hires the firm to help her move her family's Manhattan department store upmarket. The character is anomalous in several ways. In a corporate world in which openly expressed anti-Semitism is the norm, Rachel is Jewish. As the CEO of a large business, she is also one of only a couple of female characters who are neither wives nor secretaries, a sort of protofeminist during an era when gender boundaries are rigidly defined and infrequently transgressed.

"Rachel is intelligent and thoughtful, very direct — a truth-teller — and also very in touch with her sexuality. She is a powerful, attractive woman who is articulate in defending her right to be that. It's hard to find a female role that has all of those characteristics. In a lot of ways, she really exemplifies what I think of as a Bryn Mawr woman." 

When Siff came to Bryn Mawr from a large public high school in the Bronx, she says, "I felt like I was walking into a whole different world. It took me a while to acclimate, but I'm so glad that's what I did with my education."

While majoring in English, Siff performed in several productions of the Bryn Mawr-Haverford Theater Program, under the tutelage of Director of Theater Mark Lord.

"Mark was a wonderful mentor for me," Siff says. "I was very intensely involved in my academic work, and Mark invites students to bring to their acting everything they're thinking about and turning over in their minds. What I did with Mark didn't feel separate from my academic work."

After graduating, Siff took the Philadelphia theater community by storm, earning three nominations for Barrymore Awards in two years, including a win for best supporting actress for her portrayal of Nora in the Lantern Theater Company's production of Ghosts.

"Philadelphia is a great theater town," Siff says. "There's so much creativity there, and it was a wonderful place to get a lot of work done." Siff has performed in several Philadelphia productions with which Lord was also associated, including Big House's critically acclaimed production of The Ride Across Lake Constance at the Philly Fringe Festival in 2002.

From her Philadelphia successes, Siff moved on to the Tisch School of the Arts at New York University, from which she earned an M.F.A. Back in her hometown, she has given several well-received performances. Last season, Siff earned a Jefferson Award nomination for Outstanding Leading Actress in the Goodman Theater's production of Dollhouse, Rebecca Gilman's updated version of the Ibsen stage classic. She has appeared in episodes of several TV series. Two major films in which she has roles — Michael Clayton, starring George Clooney, and And Then She Found Me, starring and directed by Helen Hunt — premiered last week at the Toronto Film Festival, and Siff is enthusiastic about her work on the soon-to-be-released Stop Loss, by Boys Don't Cry director Kimberly Pierce.

As shooting for the first season of Mad Men wraps up, Siff is looking forward to a return to present-day New York. The indoor air quality there will surely be an improvement on the smoke-filled environment of Mad Men's set, which is produced, in accord with OSHA regulations, by herbal cigarettes whose flavor Siff characterizes as "nasty." But she has postponed her homecoming to take a recurring role in the upcoming season of the award-winning FX series Nip/Tuck. It's almost enough to provoke a burst of electronics consumerism at the plasma-screen level.

Mad Men airs on AMC on Thursday nights at 10 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. The series can also be downloaded through iTunes and is available on demand and in high definition, free of charge, through most cable providers. 
 Conference Asks: What Should Colleges Do 
About Dangerous Behavior on Campus? 

Virginia Tech shooter Cho Seung-Hui's behavior gave significant cause for alarm in the months before his rage exploded into bloodshed last April, but many news accounts suggested that federal privacy laws had tied the university's hands until Cho acted out his fantasies of violence. Eileen Bazelon disagrees. Bazelon, resident psychiatrist at Bryn Mawr's Health Center, has convened a group of nationally recognized experts to discuss the law and ethics of balancing students' right to privacy against their own safety and that of their communities. 

The one-day conference, titled "Dangerous Behavior on College Campuses," will take place in Thomas Great Hall on Bryn Mawr's campus on Monday, Sept. 24. It is open to college and university administrators, counselors, deans, security officers, legal counsel and other interested parties. 

The program features a keynote address by Gary Pavela , the director of judicial programs at the University of Maryland-College Park and an authority on academic ethics. Pavela, the editor of the quarterly Synthesis: Law and Policy in Higher Education, has been a consultant on law and policy issues at many leading universities and was designated a fellow of the National Association of College and University Attorneys in 2002. His 2006 book, Questions and Answers on College Student Suicide: A Law and Policy Perspective, argues that college administrators have "erred on the side of underreaction, in terms of notifying parents, in terms of hospitalization, in terms of therapeutic resources" in dealing with students who are at risk of suicide. 

A panel discussion promises a lively debate among some prominent representatives of a range of positions. The panelists:

· Arthur Caplan, the Emmanuel and Robert Hart Professor of Bioethics at the University of Penn School of Medicine and director of the Center for Bioethics; 

· Carroll Ellis, director of victim services for the Fairfax County Police Department and member of the Virginia Tech Task Force; 

· Karen Bower, attorney, Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law, who successfully sued Hunter College and George Washington University on behalf of students who were excluded from the university after expressing suicidal thoughts or making suicide gestures; 

· Mark Olshaker, author of Obsession and Mindhunter. Olshaker collaborated on these and other books with former FBI Agent John Douglas, who helped develop the practice of criminal profiling. 

In the afternoon, Alison Malmon, the founder and executive director of Active Minds, will give a presentation. Malmon founded the group, which has 72 chapters nationwide, when she was an undergraduate at the University of Pennsylvania in 2001; its purpose is to raise awareness of mental-health issues on college campuses. 

Conference organizer Eileen Bazelon has served as a psychiatrist at Bryn Mawr for more than 30 years and is an associate professor of psychiatry at the Drexel University College of Medicine. She is a member of the board of trustees of the Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law, whose mission is to protect and advance the rights of adults and children who have mental disabilities. 

For more information about the schedule and registration, download this brochure (a 147K PDF). To register, return the brochure's registration form to: 

Health Center Conference 
Conferences and Events 
Bryn Mawr College 
101 N. Merion Ave. 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 

The $30 registration fee includes lunch; it will be waived for members of the Bryn Mawr faculty and staff who lunch elsewhere. Students are welcome to attend the Active Minds presentation free of charge. 

Washington National Opera's La Bohème 
to Be Simulcast in Goodhart Sept. 23 

Bryn Mawr will show a free, live broadcast of Washington National Opera's edgy new production of Puccini's La Bohème on Sunday, Sept. 23, at 2 p.m. in Goodhart Theater.  Bryn Mawr is one of 32 schools across the country presenting the live simulcast from the Opera House stage at The Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C. This event is anticipated to be the largest-ever simultaneous viewing of an opera in the world, with more than 45,000 expected viewers. 

There is no ticketing for this event.  For more seating information, call 610-526-7459. 

"With this initiative, Washington National Opera dramatically expands our pledge to bring opera to the nation and the next generation," said Kenneth Feinberg, President of Washington National Opera. "We are excited to use simulcast technology to give the gift of opera to the American public in a way that has never been done before." 

Directed by Mariusz Trelinski, of the Teatr Wielki National Opera Warsaw, this modern-day take on La Bohème tells the story of Rodolfo, a photographer and member of a contemporary group of artists searching for their identity and longing for a deeper and more profound connection with society.  The opera is a human drama of loss and love, as the characters struggle with their careers and to forge true connections with each other in a world that is increasingly connected technologically. 

Founded in 1956, Washington National Opera, now the stewardship of General Director Plácido Domingo, has achieved the stature of a world-class company. It plays to standing-room-only audiences at the Kennedy Center Opera House. The company recently received the designation "The National Opera" by the Congress of the United States of America. 

Sports: Volleyball Advances to 6-0; 
Romzek Named Owl of the Week 

Bryn Mawr's volleyball team remained undefeated last week as it took four matches — one a 3-0 shutout — in nonconference play. The team now brings a 6-0 record to its match with Gettysburg College, a tough Centennial Conference rival, tonight at a tri-match at Rosemont College at 7 p.m. Field hockey and soccer each scored a win and a loss, and soccer co-captain Wallis Romzek '08 took Owl of the week honors. A summary of the week's action: 

Cross Country 
Cross Country had the weekend off and will travel to Allentown this Saturday to run in the Falcon/Mule Invite hosted by Cedar Crest College. Last season, Katie Weng '09 won this race and looks to defend her title.

Field Hockey 
The Owls went 1-1 this past week with a 1-0 win on the road at Hood College before falling to Arcadia 2-0 Sunday afternoon on Shillingford Field. Friday evening against Hood, Ashley Dawkins '08 scored Bryn Mawr's lone goal of the week when she connected a penalty stroke 17 minutes into the game. Goalie Caitlin Evans '10 posted seven saves en route to her first shutout of the season.

Against Arcadia , goalies Katherine Zaylor '11 and Evans combined for 11 saves. Sara Marcus '10 led the offensive charge, registering two shots while seven other Owls tallied one shot each.

Soccer 
The soccer team went 1-1 last week with a 3-0 win over North Carolina Wesleyan Friday afternoon and a 5-0 loss to Grinnell Sunday. Co-captain Wallis Romzek '08 netted her team-high third goal of the season while Akua Nyame-Mensah '10 and Katy Wing '10 scored the other two goals in the win. Collette Pullion '09 posted nine saves in the net as she collected her first shutout of the year.

Sunday morning against Grinnell, Sarah Simons '08 and Pullion recorded 10 saves as Nyame-Mensah and Laura Costanzo '10 registered shots on goal in the 5-0 loss.

Volleyball 
Bryn Mawr stayed perfect, going 4-0 (6-0 overall) last week with wins over Immaculata, PSU-Berks, Valley Forge and Delaware Valley. In their home-quad match Saturday afternoon, the Owls won all three games in perfect fashion, 3-0. In the opening match with Immaculata, Julia Harris '09 tallied 13 kills as Trisha Urena '10 slammed home six kills (.714 hitting percentage) while stuffing three Mighty Macs hits. Elizabeth Sinclair '09 and Ashton Shaffer '11 dug 15 shots each.

In the second match with Penn State Berks, Katie Kronbergs '09 had 11 kills and picked up five service aces. Shaffer provided the Owls with 21 digs.

In the final match of the day with Valley Forge Christian, Kronbergs picked up 10 kills as Harris chipped in nine kills and three blocks. Urena added seven kills and five blocks.

Tuesday night against Delaware Valley , the Owls sneaked by the Aggies 3-2 (30-25, 25-30, 30-19, 20-30, 15-9) in non-conference action. Leading Bryn Mawr was Harris, who had 16 kills, five blocks, and six aces while Shaffer and Sinclair added 20 and 19 digs, respectively. 

 
	Sept. 13-20 Schedule

	Cross Country: 9/15 @ Falcon/Mule Invite, 10 a.m.; Field Hockey: 9/15, 16 @ Mt. Holyoke (Seven Sisters Championships); Soccer: 9/13 vs Philadelphia Biblical, 4 p.m.; 9/15 vs Gettysburg, 1 p.m.; 9/18 vs Alvernia, 4 p.m.; Volleyball: 9/13 vs Gettysburg, 7 p.m.; 9/15 @ Rosemont Tri-Match, 3 p.m. 








