[image: image1.png]Bryn Mawr Now




September 28, 2007

Mideast History Expert Rashid Khalidi to Deliver
2007 Flexner Lectures on Cold War, Middle East

Rashid Khalidi, one of the foremost authorities on the history of the modern Middle East, will deliver the 2007 Mary Flexner Lectures at Bryn Mawr College on three Wednesdays in October and November. The overarching theme of the series will be "The United States, the Middle East and the Cold War."

The Flexner lectures have brought some of the world's best-known scholars of the humanities to Bryn Mawr's campus and have resulted in some of the most influential books of the 20th century. That tradition continues into the 21st century, thanks to an agreement between the College and Harvard University Press to publish the lectures. The 2005 series by K. Anthony Appiah will be available through HUP in January 2008 as Experiments in Ethics. 

Khalidi's talks, which are free and open to the public, will take place at 8 p.m. in Thomas Great Hall. His topics are "Rethinking the Cold War in the Middle East" (Oct. 24), "Oil, Strategy and the Cold War in the Middle East" (Oct. 31) and "The Middle East in the Cold War and Afterwards" (Nov. 7). 

Khalidi's visit has prompted a series of associated workshops and discussions for members of the Bryn Mawr faculty and staff. Two discussions to be held in advance of the lectures — the first scheduled for next Wednesday, Oct. 3, at 4:15 p.m. — will focus on readings that treat the historical background of Khalidi's Flexner Lecture subjects, including some of Khalidi's previous work. Post-lecture events will give participants an opportunity to discuss each lecture topic with Khalidi, and three special workshops with Khalidi will focus on associated subjects. For dates, times and readings, see the Provost's Web site.

Kahlidi is the Edward Said Professor of Arab Studies and Director of the Middle East Institute at Columbia University. He has published scores of scholarly works on the history and politics of the Middle East. In recent years, Khalidi has also embraced the role of a public intellectual: his five monographs and two edited volumes include works intended for a general audience, and he has appeared on numerous radio and television news and public-affairs broadcasts. He has also published opinion pieces in the popular press, often urging more consultation with Middle East experts in the shaping of U.S. foreign policy.

Khalidi's research and teaching encompass the history of the modern Middle East, and in particular the countries of the southern and eastern Mediterranean, with an emphasis on the emergence of national identity and the involvement of external powers in the region. He is particularly interested in the role of the press in the formation of new publics and new senses of community, in the place of education in the construction of identity, and in the way narratives of self and other have interacted over the past two centuries in this conflicted region. 

Born in the United States to a Lebanese mother and a Palestinian father, Khalidi grew up in New York and earned his undergraduate degree from Yale University. He went on to Oxford University for his doctorate in history, writing a dissertation about British policy toward Syria and Arab nationalism in the years preceding World War I. He taught at the American University in Beirut and at the University of Chicago before his appointment to the Said Chair at Columbia in 2003.

The pioneering Egyptologist James H. Breasted gave the first series of Flexner Lectures in 1928-29, to be followed in later years by Ralph Vaughan Williams, Alfred North Whitehead, I.A. Richards, Alfred H. Barr Jr., Arnold Toynbee, Erwin Panofsky, Isaiah Berlin, Paul Henry Lang, Douglas Cooper, Frank Kermode, Natalie Zemon Davis, Harold Bloom and K. Anthony Appiah, among others. 

New Faculty: Benjamin Cherel Brings Expertise
In Language Pedagogy to French Department

Lecturer in French Benjamin Cherel teaches a course on contemporary French civilization, an appropriate topic for a man whose interests range over as broad an area as Cherel's do. That multiplicity of interests makes him feel at home in a liberal-arts setting as he begins his second year at Bryn Mawr. He wishes that the option of a small liberal-arts college had been available to him as an undergraduate in France, he says.

"In France, after the baccalaureate [the degree awarded upon completion of secondary school], a student must choose a single course of study and follow only that," Cherel explains. His first exposure to a liberal-arts curriculum — through Swarthmore College's study-abroad program at the Centre Universitaire d' Études Françaises (CUEF) in Grenoble, where Cherel earned an advanced degree — "was a revelation," he says.
"I think very highly of the liberal-arts system; it gives students the time to learn what truly interests them and allows them a lot of flexibility in designing a course of study. They can even build their own majors if they choose to."

Cherel's undergraduate major, which he pursued through the master's level at Grenoble, was an interdisciplinary program that combined sociology with French literature. "It was very unusual in France," he says. "Most programs would require a narrower focus." He confides that in addition to sociology and literature, skiing took up a fair portion of his time — Grenoble is famous for its slopes.

Cherel continued his studies at Grenoble, where he took an advanced degree in Français langue étrangère, the French equivalent of English as a second language. As a specialist in language pedagogy, he taught courses at CUEF, where he encountered the Swarthmore program at Grenoble. Swarthmore's French department hired him for a one-year appointment, and he found the environment of a small liberal-arts college so congenial that he ended up staying three years instead of one. When a permanent position opened at Bryn Mawr, he says, he jumped at the chance.

"I am delighted to teach here and enjoy all of the advantages we have at hand: small classes, highly motivated students, a wonderful Language Learning Center that helps us integrate new technologies into our pedagogy, and a renowned French department, thanks to the continuous and remarkable work of Grace Armstrong and my colleagues."

Cherel scours the offerings of the French news media daily for material to use in his teaching and maintains an extensive archive that he organizes into topic folders. He has high praise for the Language Learning Center's Chris Boyland. "I love to attend her workshops — she is doing a great job of showing us new pedagogical applications of technology. She has helped me incorporate a variety of digital media into my teaching, including French and Francophone music."

This semester, Cherel is teaching introductory and intermediate language courses, as well as the advanced style and translation course. Next semester, he will teach the second semester of the introductory course and the course on contemporary French society and culture.

In the meantime, he is helping the department to assess and update its curriculum. "We are re-envisioning everything we do," Cherel says. 
He is excited about his role in helping Bryn Mawr's French department maintain its excellent worldwide reputation, he says.

"I feel honored to be here and proud to be associated with this institution," he says, "not only because of its high academic standards, but also because of the philosophy and attitudes inherited from its Quaker heritage. I admire the College's commitment to social justice and to making educational opportunities available to underrepresented minorities, economically disadvantaged students and international students. Their presence here represents a great educational treasure."

Report From the Field: Shayna Israel's 
"Procession of Lessons" in a Summer of Service

Shayna Israel '08, a performance poet and sociology major who has played a major role in reviving Bryn Mawr's student-operated Women's Center, spent the summer break participating in the College's Summer of Service program. Hosted by the Civic Engagement Office, Summer of Service is a funded opportunity for students to live, serve and learn together. Five students live together in a house on campus, spend 32 hours each week volunteering for a service or activism organization in the Bryn Mawr/Philadelphia region and spend an additional three to five hours each week in service-learning activities. Israel, who hopes to become a teacher, did her volunteer work at the Chester Education Foundation in Chester, Pa., where she taught poetry to high-school students. Her reflections on what she learned from the program follow.
An enthusiastic and bright-eyed me entered the Civic Engagement Office with high hopes on the day of my Summer of Service interview. Answering each question, I spoke passionately from my heart. In retrospect, I can diagnose myself with an acute case of idealism. A summer later, I still consider myself an idealist, but my idealism is matched by a sharp realism that has made my vision — vision for my life and vision of life — more acute. 

My summer of service began with a ropes course, a physical challenge designed to build teamwork. "This will be a drag," I thought. Here is where the first surprise came: the ropes course challenged me in unexpected and welcome ways. Working with the other Summer of Service participants to get through the course taught me to tolerate different methods of attacking a problem. While frustrated that some of my other teammates did not have the athleticism and height that would easily allow us to get through the course, I realized that in life you are not usually going to be able to hand-pick your team. You have to learn flexibility and openness to new ways of operating in this world. We got through the ropes course together, and I was proud of my team's success. 

Throughout my Summer of Service, there was a procession of lessons and reflections that happened just as this one did. The procession went something like this: a struggle arose, an insight about myself followed and a choice that I might not previously have made resulted. Many of my ideas and expectations had to come to terms with a world of different and contrasting ideas and expectations. This happened in Perry House, at my field site and inside myself. The" reflection dinners" the SOS students attended were important in helping me articulate and understand this process. 

I moved into the house with the notion that all of us would hang out on weekends, introduce each other to our friends and become a close-knit group. I was hurt that not all of my housemates responded enthusiastically when I shared this vision. I like to relax and be sociable at home while leaving the stressful talk of the work day behind me. It took me a while to realize that that is not how everyone relaxes: most people in the house preferred to release stress by talking about the issues they had to deal with at work. When I realized this, I began to see the members of the house as individuals with their own ways of being and not pawns in my vision of community. We ended up as a cohesive and peaceful household, and my housemates taught me a lot just by being themselves. 

My field site was the place of my greatest struggles and my greatest joys. I loved working with my students, my co-teacher, my supervisor and other employees of the CEF. We laughed, joked, shared personal stories, praised each other, thanked each other, and helped each other in ways that made our days go much faster. But I began to appreciate those things only after I began to let go of notions of how things are "supposed" to be and began to accept and work with how things were. 

In the beginning, I thought, "They are doing this wrong and doing that wrong," and, "That’s not how I would have done it. If I had this position or that position, I would do it better." When I realized that my complaining and pessimistic attitude did not alleviate the situation, I asked myself, "What are my goals? Is my goal to learn new lessons from teaching and interning during the summer or to take over people’s jobs?" The former, I decided. I began to appreciate how people did their jobs. Every experience thereafter, good and bad, became a step toward my greater good — learning. 

Lastly, I often struggled with myself during the summer, wondering if I were losing myself and my convictions. For example, there was a strict dress code that required pressed, professional clothing. I did not own any professional clothing, and ironing wasn't a skill I was eager to acquire. I had not bought clothes for a year, because my financial resources were limited and because I had promised myself to reduce the amount of clothing I owned. I thought that the notion of making workers buy professional clothing was elitist and classist. Aside from that, I had made a conscious decision not to follow fashion conventions. I consider my self-presentation a political statement about the importance of making choices.

I addressed this challenge in three ways: one, I saw the professional world as having a culture, and I imagined it asking me to respect its mode of dress even though I may not agree with its beliefs; two, I thought of my work attire as a costume that I had to wear temporarily; and three, I bought my professional wardrobe from thrift stores and spiced up my outfits a little bit. I felt reasonably comfortable on this middle ground.

I faced another major struggle with anxiety about my desired career as a teacher. The CEF staff shared advice and stories with me about the professional world and schooling. Before I began working there, I hadn't given much thought to postgraduate or professional training, and I began to worry that I would not make it as a teacher in this society. I was overwhelmed by the feeling that the people at the office knew much more than I did about how to navigate the educational system and that I would never learn what they have learned. One day, I shared my angst with a member of the office staff; she calmed me down and gave me a list of tips that I have since shared with others who were suffering from the same angst. I then realized that I had many lifelines in the CEF office staff, the Summer of Service program, Bryn Mawr College, friends and family. I realized that I am not alone and that my support networks are navigation tools for my journey.

Through the Summer of Service, I have grown tremendously as a person and have made invaluable connections. The opportunity to make mistakes, struggle, grow and learn with the support of the Civic Engagement Office was a vital blessing. 

The procession of lessons I learned this summer will help me prepare for a career devoted to  bringing peace, possibility and beauty to the world. While this may seem as idealistic as I sounded the day of my Summer of Service interview, I assure you that there is a big difference. I bring a fresh perspective to that work — a new 20/20 vision built on both idealism and realism, hope and practicality, dream and honesty. 

On Campus: Presidential Search Update, New Web Design Kickoff, Owl of the Week

Search Proceeds Apace. Trustee Arlene Gibson '65, who chairs the College's Presidential Search Committee, has posted a brief report on the committee's progress on the Presidential Search Web site. The committee, Gibson says, has spent the summer soliciting nominations and reading résumés. "Our efforts resulted in a significant number of qualified applicants," Gibson says, and the committee has invited a series of applicants to meet with them this fall.

Web Redesign Kickoff. All members of the campus community are invited to a presentation of the designs for the renovation of the College's Web site scheduled for January 2008. On Tuesday, Oct. 2, in Carpenter B21, the Web Advisory Group will discuss the project's goals, give the community a preview of the new look and present some of the research findings that guided the design. Representatives of Electronic Ink, the Philadelphia-based research and design firm that created the new look, will be present to answer questions.

Owl of the Week Honors Go to Rugby Player. For the first time, the Owl of the Week is a member of the Horned Toads bi-college club rugby team, which trounced the University of Scranton 48-0 last Saturday at the School of Social Work Field to bring their record to 2-0.

Natalie Armentrout '11 connected for five tries (a "try" is a five-point score) in the contest with Scranton. Her first try came in the first two minutes of the game, to be followed by a second try just five minutes later. As the first half came to an end, Armentrout added her third try to give the Toads a 29-0 halftime lead. In the second half, Armentrout continued her stellar performance, racking up two more tries to lead the Toads to their second victory of the season. 

