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Celebrated Poet Lucille Clifton to Read at BMC

Celebrated poet Lucille Clifton, 2007 recipient of the Poetry Foundation's highest honor, the Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize, will give a reading at Bryn Mawr College on Thursday, Dec. 6, at 7:30 p.m. in the Ely Room of the Wyndham Alumnae House. 

Since her first book of poems, Good Times, was selected by the New York Times as one of the best books of 1969, Clifton has won praise for the precision and economy of her language in poetry that often focuses on the strength required of African Americans to endure and succeed through harsh adversity. 

Many of Clifton's poems, including the well-known "homage to my hips," are decidedly feminist in tone. 

Clifton was the first African-American woman to win the Lilly prize. In announcing the award, selection committee chair Christian Wiman said, "Lucille Clifton is a powerful presence and voice in American poetry. Her poems are at once outraged and tender, small and explosive, sassy and devout. She sounds like no one else, and her achievement looks larger with each passing year." 

The Lilly prize is the latest in a series of prestigious honors awarded to Clifton throughout her career.  Among them are a National Book Award, a Shelley Memorial Award, and a Lannan Literary Award for Poetry.  Clifton was the first author to have two books of poetry selected as finalists for the Pulitzer Prize in a single year. 

Clifton is the author of 12 collections of poetry and one book of autobiographical prose, including Mercy; Blessing the Boats: New and Selected Poems, 1988-2000 (recipient of the National Book Award); The Book of Light; Good Woman: Poems and a Memoir 1969-1980 (nominated for a Pulitzer Prize the same year her volume Next: New Poems was nominated) and Good Times.   

She has also published 19 children's books that have been lauded for their honesty and liveliness in helping children understand their world, many with a special focus on introducing children to African-American heritage. 

In 1999, Clifton was elected a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets. She has served as Poet Laureate for the State of Maryland and is currently Distinguished Professor of Humanities at St. Mary's College of Maryland. 

Thaddeus Phillips Offers Laughter, Commentary 
With Telanovela Spoof ¡El Conquistador!
The perennially inventive theater artist Thaddeus Phillips will bring ¡El Conquistador!, a comedic solo performance augmented by videotaped contributions from some of Latin America's biggest television stars, to Bryn Mawr's Goodhart Hall for four performances, Friday, Dec. 7, and Saturday, Dec. 8, at 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 

¡El Conquistador!, which won kudos off-Broadway, comes to Bryn Mawr direct from a 10-city tour in Spain. It tells the tale of Polonio, a Colombian peasant who leaves his village for the bright lights of Bogota hoping to become a star in one of his beloved soap operas, or telenovelas. 

Instead he has to settle for the drudgery of a job as the doorman of a posh high-rise. 

Polonio's life quickly resembles a television melodrama as the high-rise's eccentric and difficult residents, portrayed by actual Colombian telenovela stars, interact with him via the building's video intercom system. They turn out to be involved in drugs, murder and mayhem. 

Combining live performance with boundary-stretching multimedia, Phillips and co-creators Tatiana Mallarino and Victor Mallarino have fashioned an experience that seems simultaneously a one-man play, a foreign film and a telenovela, as well as a trenchant commentary on politics and class in Latin America. 

¡El Conquistador! was nominated for a 2007 Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding Off Broadway Solo Show and Phillips was nominated for a New York Drama League Award for his portrayal of Polonio. 

"The show is consistently clever and a marvelous showcase for Mr. Phillips, who moves back and forth between his on-screen self and his live onstage self with comical protean ease,"says The New York Times. 

Phillips is artistic director of The Lucidity Suitcase Intercontinental and has designed and created Red-Eye to Havre de Grace, The Tempest (in a kiddie pool), PlanetLear (King Lear performed on a putt-putt golf course), Lost Soles (a solo tap adventure about Wyoming and Cuba) and The Earth's Sharp Edge (a travelogue through Morocco, 1970s hijackings and Newark's "Liberty" Airport). His latest work, the sequel to ¡El Conquistador!, is Flamingo/Winnebago, which premiered at the 2007 Philadelphia Live Arts Festival. 

Single tickets to the performance are $18; senior tickets $15; student tickets $10; children 12 and under $5. It is free for Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore students, faculty and staff. 

Subscription packages offer discounts, mix-and-match ticket flexibility and priority seating. For tickets and season information, call the Office for the Arts at 610-526-5210 or visit www.brynmawr.edu/calendar/performing_arts.shtml.

Stuard to Explore Origins of Fashion in Europe
in Michael Powell Memorial Lecture Wednesday

The emergence of fashion in Europe will be the topic of an illustrated lecture by eminent historian Susan Stuard next Wednesday, Dec. 5, at 8 p.m. in Thomas Great Hall. The lecture is free and open to the public.   

"On the Heels of the Fashionable: Luxury and Fashion in 14th-century Italian Cities" will be the second in a series of lectures dedicated to the memory of Michael Powell, a Bryn Mawr professor of medieval history and culture who died in 2004 at age 42. 

Stuard, a Haverford professor emerita of history, has written and edited numerous highly influential works on women in medieval Europe, including Women in Medieval Society, a staple of college history and women's studies curricula whose introduction has been anthologized in two textbooks. 

Her latest book, Gilding the Market: Luxury and Fashion in 14th Century Italy, "investigates a major shift in patterns of consumption at the height of medieval prosperity, which, more remarkable, continued through the subsequent era of plague, return of plague, and increased warfare." 

In her lecture, Stuard will examine some gendered patterns of consumption that might be surprising to observers of the contemporary fashion scene. 

"Men were the fashionable sex in the 14th century; that is, the first century of European fashion," says Stuard. "They were also the first dedicated shoppers for fine goods." 

According to Stuard, indications of the new consumer behavior that marked the beginnings of the world of fashion in Europe are scant in the written record of 14th-century Italy. She cites a book published a century later as the first "written notice" of the fine art of persuading buyers to purchase luxury goods. 

"By contrast, the Italian painter's acute eye dates consumer sales promotion to the early 14th century. Painters, on occasion trained as goldsmiths and perhaps members of goldsmith's guilds, easily captured men's enthusiasm for spending on luxuries in Italy's cities." 

Merchants weren't marketing luxury goods to women, Stuard says: "Sumptuary laws targeted women for their attempts to be fashionable and set limits on their consumption of fine goods, leaving men largely unrestricted in spending and in dress. Why did a disparity in gender expectations characterize the emergence of European fashion?"

Powell, who held advanced degrees in divinity and music as well as a Ph.D. in history and medieval studies, brought an interdisciplinary approach to courses dealing with court culture, Christianity, the rise of urbanism, homosexuality and food in medieval Europe. Colleagues praised the creativity of his scholarly work, which drew on his multiple areas of expertise to provide an unusually rich and complex understanding of medieval European culture. He was equally admired for his energetic, engaging approach to teaching, and in 2003 he earned the Lindback Distinguished Teaching Award.
Workplace Giving Campaign's Deadline Extended 

There's still time to help community organizations that serve the Delaware Valley through the Bryn Mawr Combined Workplace Giving Campaign, say campaign organizers, who have extended the deadline until Friday, Dec. 7. 

So far, the campaign has collected $14,243 in pledges toward its $20,000 goal, says campaign committee representative Jerry Berenson. 

The campaign, which asks members of the faculty and staff to invest in Philadelphia-area community organizations, began in late October. 

It offers members of the Bryn Mawr faculty and staff the chance to give through a convenient payroll deduction that spreads the donation out over the 2007 calendar year. To participate, download and complete this donor form and return it to Berenson via campus mail. 

The Giving Turkey pictured above represents the campaign's progress. The closer the campaign gets to its goal, the more colorful the turkey will become. 

Donors may give to one of five umbrella fundraising organizations, or they may earmark their donations for specific agencies within some of the organizations. This year's partners: 

· AIDS Fund 

· Bread & Roses Community Fund 

· The Environmental Fund for Pennsylvania 

· United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania 

· Womens Way

More information about the partner organizations, including the agencies funded by each one, is available in a fact sheet that was distributed through campus mail (or download a PDF version here). Packets of information will be available in Benham Gateway, the Campus Center, Canaday Library, the Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research, Human Resources, Ward and the cafeterias of Erdman, Haffner and Rhoads. 

All donors, regardless of the size of their gift, are eligible to be entered into a drawing for four $25 gift certificates from Macy's. The College will also be giving away an additional four $25 gift certificates for first-time givers.
Night of Entertainment and Shopping 
to Benefit Mental-Health Organization

This Friday, Nov. 30, from 7-10:30 p.m., Active Minds at Bryn Mawr will
host performances by singers, belly dancers, flute players, actors and comedians in the Campus Center main lounge to raise funds for the Forteniters Club, a Norristown community organization that helps those affected by mental illness adjust to independent living. 

Raffle tickets will be on sale all evening, and bidding for silent-auction prizes will be open until 10 p.m. For those who can't make it in the evening, representatives of Active Minds will be tabling at the Staff Association's Holiday Fair in Thomas Great Hall from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., when some of the silent-auction bidding will begin. All proceeds will go directly to the Forteniters.

Representatives from Active Minds at Bryn Mawr, Body Image Council and the National Alliance on Mental Illness will be on hand from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Raffle tickets will be sold for $1 each or six for $5. Prizes, including gift certificates to Cosi, Kelly's, the Bryn Mawr Film Institute and a knitting lesson with Professor of Chemistry Michelle Francl, will be drawn throughout the evening. Silent auction prizes include blankets, knitwear, gift baskets and jewelry made by Caitlin Cotter '08, Hannah Slavitt '11 and Akua Nyame-Mensah '10.

Performances:

· 7:00 Lavender's Blue Acapella

· 7:20 Yalah! Belly Dancing Club

· 7:50 Paige Walker '09, The Vagina Monologues

· 8:15 Aigne Goldsby '11, Vocal Performance

· 8:30 Flute Choir

· 9:10 Greasepaint Productions

· 9:40  Acabellas

· 10:00  Night Owls Acapella

The final raffle drawing and silent auction announcements will be at 10:30 p.m.

The Forteniters Club Inc. is a supportive community for the mentally ill
population of Norristown. The Forteniters provide their members with a
tight-knit, empowering social environment, as well as counsel on seeking
out employment, housing and social acceptance in their community.

Active Minds, Inc. is the nation's only peer-to-peer organization
dedicated to the mental health of college students. Each chapter aims to
promote mental-health awareness, education and advocacy on campus and in the greater community.
On Campus: Celebrating the Toads; Diversity Conversation Goes Virtual; Holiday Fair; Breakfast With Santa

Horned Toads Take Third in National Championship The Bryn Mawr-Haverford women's rugby team, the Horned Toads, blanked Canisius College 10-0 to take third place in the Division III National Championships hosted by Stonehill College of Easton, Mass., on Sunday, Nov. 18. After an undefeated season of regular play and victory in the regional championships, the Toads suffered their first loss of the fall to Marist College in the semifinal match on Saturday. They will move up to Division II next year under the leadership of coach Ron Ziegler. For full coverage of the championship matches, see the Athletics Web site. 

Diversity Conversation Goes Virtual. This Friday, Nov. 30, the Office of Intercultural Affairs' regular biweekly diversity conversation will take place, but not in its regular location. The discussion, titled "Lessons on Civic Engagement and Diversity — Starting With THIS Side of the Fence," will be held not in the Multicultural Center, but online, on the new Diversity Conversations Blog. 

Program Coordinator Vanessa Christman invites all members of the community to join the OIA's experiment in online interaction, which will be initiated by Nell Anderson, co-director of the Civic Engagement Office and director of Praxis and Community Partnerships in Action. The conversation will begin, as usual, at noon; it will remain open indefinitely. 


Staff Association Holiday Fair On Friday, Nov. 30, from 10 a.m to 2 p.m., the Staff Association will host its annual holiday fair in Thomas Great Hall. Arts, crafts and baked goods made by staff members and students will be for sale, and the student mental-health-advocacy group Active Minds will hold a silent auction. Two woolen blankets made by the campus knitting society Knitwits will be raffled off, with proceeds of the $1 ticket sales to benefit Laurel House, a Norristown safe house for survivors of domestic abuse, and canned foods will be collected for Philabundance. 

Breakfast With Santa The College's annual "Breakfast With Santa" will be held on Saturday, Dec. 8, from 9 to 11 a.m. in Thomas Great Hall. Breakfast with Santa is an opportunity for members of the Bryn Mawr faculty and staff to bring their children to campus. Breakfast, crafts, photos of children with Santa, magnetic photo frames and a gift bag from Santa are included. The cost of the event is $10 per adult and $7 per child. Children under two may attend for free. To reserve a spot, download and complete a reservation form available through the Student Life Office (x. 7331). Completed forms and payment should be dropped off to the Student Life Office in the Campus Center no later than Monday, Dec. 3. 

